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PRODUCTS 


Sustainable: The War on 
Free Enterprise, Private 
Property and Individuals 


Sustainable: The War on Free Enterprise, 
Private Property and Individuals 
describes in detail the process being used 
at every level of government to reorganize 
our society under the excuse of envi- 
ronmental protection. (2018, 206pp, pb, 
1/$19.95ea; 2-9/$18.95ea; 10+/$18.45ea) 


SUSTAINABLE 


The UN’s Agenda 2030: 
Marxist Stealth Plan for 
World Government 

This book is an important exposé of 
what is really behind the environmental 
movement: power for an elite who mean 


to rule us, not to save the Earth. (2021ed, 
pb, 116pp, 1-11/$7.95ea; 12-23/$5.95ea; 


$7.95 24-79/$3.95ea; 80+/$2.95ea) 
BKUNA2030 


Clear Plastic Doorknob 
Bag 6x16 


Pamphlets, flyers, and slim jims slip eas- 
ily into these bags, ideal for neighborhood 
canvassing. Sold in lots of 100 bags. (2022, 
1-4/$8.00ea; 5-9/$7.50ea; 10+/$7.00ea) 


The Power of 500 
— Pamphlet 


The backbone of building an educated 
electorate, “The Power of 500” gives you 
all the details you need to move forward 
in your local area. This product provides 
a great way to share the vision of how to 
organize and the possibilities of what you 
can do. Buy in bulk to share with oth- 
ers! (2022, 4 color tri-fold pamphlet, 1-99/$0.20ea; 
100-499/$0.15ea; 500-999/$0.13ea; 1000+/$0.10ea) 


PPOF 


Benedict Biden: Water 
Carrier for the New 
World Order 


This book reveals Biden’s startling agenda 
in his own words and actions — his 
program for making America over into 
only a cog in the “New World Order” 
(his words, not ours) — and youll learn what can be done 
about it. (2022ed, pb, 145pp, 1-11/$7.95ea; 12-23/$5.95ea; 
24-63/$3.95ea; 64+/$2.95ea) 


BKBBNWOWC 


Go to ShopJBS.org or call 1-800-342-6491 to order! 220613 


End Game 


ra M r Dennis Behreandt examines the terrifying 
eave ideas of the Deep State's internationalist- 
elite oligarchs and the disquieting techno- 
logical trends that, combined, threaten the 
fabric of our reality and the very future of 
mankind. (1-4/$14.95ea, 5-11/$12.95ea, 
12-23/$10.00ea, 24+/$9.00ea) 


Trumpworld 


This special Collector's Edition of 
The New American commemorates 
the historical importance of the 
Trumpworld movement in placing 
Donald Trump into the Oval Office 
and the implications of its continuing 
influence on American life for the 
foreseeable future. (2021, $14.99) 


The Truth About Inflation 
— Pamphlet 


If you value freedom and national indepen- 
dence, pass this valuable information to other 
Americans so they can understand what infla- 
tion trulyis soit canbe stopped. (2022,4 color tri- 
fold pamphlet, 1-99/$0.20ea; 100-499/$0.15ea; 
500-999/$0.13ea; 1000+/$0.10ea) 


The Power of 500: 
100/10/6 Program 
— Slim Jim 

Take back your community! The 
Power of 500 can harness grass- 
roots activism that will lead 
to less government and more 
freedom. (Sold in packs of 25, 
2022, 1/$3.00ea; 2-4/$2.50ea; 
5+/$2.00ea) 


Coronavirus: 
Freedom Is the 
Cure Pandemic 
Interviews — DVD 
set or USB 


You know what the main- 
stream media has to say about Covid-19. Now find out what 
the world’s leading renegade scientists and doctors have to say. 
You won't find these interviews on ABC, MSNBC, or Fox. Crucial 
insights — only from The New American. 


DVD Set (2021,351 total min, DVD, 1/$9.95ea; 2-4/$7.95ea; 5+/$5.95ea) 


DVDSPANINTV 
USB Drive (1/$7.95ea; 2-4/$6.95ea; 5+/$5.95ea) 
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Showers & Lavatories 


Bases e Walls Standard & 
& Accessories Custom 


Yes! Guaranteed Forever 
Proudly Made in Kansas, USA Ei 


105 Broadway St. Belvue, KS 66407 (phone) 800-669-9867 (fax) 800-393-6699 


www.onyxcollection.com 
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FOOD CRISIS 
Feast to Famine? 


stranger to food shortages and famine, but could such a thing 
happen here in America? If so, what can we do about it? 


War in Ukraine Impacting Food Supply 
by Charles Scaliger — Blaming all of America’s food woes on in fl j Ui 
the war is of course nonsense. Yet the disruption of supplies from 
Ukraine is significant. 


ArtMarie/E+/Gettylmages 


Food on Fire 
by Charles Scaliger — Are fires at American food-processing 
facilities a coincidence, or something more sinister? 


Bill Gates, Davos Elites 


Pushing Global Food Control 
by William F. Jasper — Globalists are driving the world toward a 
food crisis and famine. 


rdniblock/iStock/Gettylmages Plus 


FAITH, FAMILY, FREEDOM 


Gratitude for America’s Farmers 
by Rebecca Terrell 


ECONOMICS 


Already Excessive, Taxing & 


Spending Threaten to Go Over the Top 
by William P. Hoar — If prosperity is the goal, government spending 
must be reduced. 


Thankafarmer.org 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


Terror by Starvation 
by Charles Scaliger — In recent history, tyrants have used planned 
famine as the ultimate weapon to force compliance. 
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THE REVIEW 
¢ 2000 Mules by Dinesh D’Souza 


From the Publisher The Goodness of America 
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Inside Track Exercising the Right 
QuickQuotes The Last Word ArtMarie/E+/Gettylmages 


Servi d and t 
Corn & Soybeans SENG (Fe, Soe CONEEY 


for Sale 
No government 


subsidies accepted. 
Totally free enterprise. ~- Landfill Services - 


14145 Little Patrick Rad. - Dumpster Services - 
Amelia, VA 23002 i) 
804-561-5436 : - Compactor Units - 


Serving the Northern Kentucky 
and the Cincinnati Tri-State Area 


12764 McCoy Fork Rd 
Walton, KY 41094 
(859) 485-4416 
www.bavarianwaste.com 
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WITH GUNS WE ARE 


WITHOUT GUNS WE ARE 


7 Lexington Ave. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER. 


Famine Enters the End Game 


In addition to being publisher of The New 
American magazine, I have also com- 
pleted work on a new book, End Game, 
that is available now from Western Islands 
Publishing, an affiliate of this magazine. 
Among other things, the book chronicles 
the more than century-long effort made by 
the elite oligarchs of the transnationalist 
Deep State to both control and reduce the 
human population. A key point of the book 
is that in recent years these efforts have 
begun to result in broad policy implemen- 
tations that are bringing about the deaths 
of thousands upon thousands of innocent 
people worldwide in what amounts to the 
world’s first truly international democide. 

When the book was being written, the 
chief agent of this dark and sinister cam- 
paign was the combination of Covid and 
the international policy response to the 
“pandemic,” including the deployment of 
mass vaccination using untested, experi- 
mental mRNA vaccines, the use of dan- 
gerous pharmaceutical interventions, and 
deliberate exposure of senior citizens — 
the people most vulnerable to respiratory 
illnesses — to those sickened. 

The Deep State’s bloodlust still not 
sated, those who would control and col- 
lapse the world’s population have now 
turned to other tools of their trade, namely 
war and famine. Since its elevation to the 
White House, the Biden administration 
has been the regime of chaos and decline. 
Its first moves included debilitating re- 
strictions on energy, symbolized most 
shockingly by the abrupt end of the Key- 
stone XL pipeline. As a result of the Biden 
policies, fuel costs have skyrocketed. In 
May 2020, the price of a gallon of diesel 
fuel averaged $2.39 in much of the United 
States. Just two years later, a gallon of die- 
sel averages $5.62. 

The rise in the price of diesel is part 
of a larger supply disruption in fuels and 
feedstocks that is destabilizing world- 
wide transport and agriculture. Both in- 
dustries run on diesel fuel, and the rise 
in fuel costs has a direct impact on food 
availability. This disruption has been dra- 
matically worsened by the U.S. response 
to the Russian war in Ukraine. Sanctions 
supposedly intended to punish Russia for 
its aggression have instead hit Americans 
in the pocketbook and put producers — 


especially in agriculture and allied indus- 
tries — into a bind. The result is fertilizer 
shortages and supply disruptions that are 
changing the landscape of agricultural 
production in ways that will begin to hit 
consumers at the supermarket in the com- 
ing months in the form of ever-higher pric- 
es and the increased likelihood of outright 
shortages. 

These are the large-scale problems, but 
they are compounded by others besides. 
Questionable testing of chickens for avian 
flu infection has led to millions of birds 
culled from flocks, driving up the price 
of once-affordable eggs and poultry prod- 
ucts. These, in particular, are staple foods 
for most Americans, and their dramatic 
run-up in price puts food security at risk 
for many families. In addition, FDA regu- 
latory action has kept baby formula sup- 
plies tight, and parents have struggled to 
provide for newborns as a result. “Nation- 
wide,” the Daily Mail reported on May 11, 
“about 40 percent of large retail stores are 
out of stock of baby formula, up from 31 
percent in mid-April.” 

The United States has long been among 
the most agriculturally productive nations 
on Earth, ranking in the top five produc- 
ing nations in such foodstuffs as corn, 
soybeans, sugar beets, potatoes, tomatoes, 
grapes, oranges, apples, almonds, and 
wheat, among others. Under normal cir- 
cumstances, these trends would continue 
and Americans would not have to face 
worries about access to food. 

But these are not normal circumstances. 
The internationalist Deep State, as docu- 
mented in End Game (see ad on inside 
front cover) and in the pages to come in 
this issue of The New American, is actively 
engineering a food-supply crisis. The good 
news is that because the crisis is engineered 
— meaning artificially created — it can be 
stopped. How? Simply put, by supporting 
constitutional candidates who will look to 
rein in the Deep State by tightening down 
the chains of the Constitution. 

— Dennis Behreandt 


Send your letters to: The New American, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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Visit Our Website: WWW.Welmerbearing.com 


SPECIALIZING IN: 


DO YOU WANT TO 


oe THEIR FUTURE? 
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FBI Used Counterterrorism Tools to Target Parents, Officials 


The Biden administration used the FBI’s counterterrorism re- 
sources to target parents and local elected officials, according to 
whistleblowers cited in a congressional letter addressed to Attor- 
ney General Merrick Garland, who previously said in testimony 
before the U.S. Congress that such a thing never happened. 

The letter, sent May 11 to Garland by the ranking member of 
the House Oversight Committee, Representative Jim Jordan (R- 
Ohio), cites evidence provided to Congress by whistleblowers 
showing that the FBI launched dozens of investigations into par- 
ents who criticized Covid-related school policies, such as mask 
mandates, at school-board meetings. The evidence was provided 
as part of an investigation into the application of Garland’s Oc- 
tober memo to the FBI instructing them to treat conservative 
parents as “domestic terrorists.” 

The letter reads, “In sworn testimony before this Committee, 
you denied that the Department of Justice or its components were 
using counterterrorism statutes and resources to target parents at 
school board meetings. We now have evidence that contrary to 
your testimony, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has labeled 
at least dozens of investigations into parents with a threat tag cre- 
ated by the FBI’s Counterterrorism Division to assess and track 
investigations related to school boards.... These investigations 
into concerned parents are the direct result of ... your directive 
to federal law enforcement to target these categories of people.” 

“This whistleblower information is startling. You have sub- 


jected these moms and dads to the opening of an FBI investiga- 
tion about them ... as a direct result of their exercise of their 
fundamental constitutional right to speak and advocate for their 
children,” the letter concludes, calling on Garland to turn over in- 
formation previously sought by the committee and void his mem- 
orandum from October 4, 2021 that instructed the DOJ and FBI 
to address the issue of “threats” against school-board members. 

As reported by The New American, FBI internal correspon- 
dence made public last November clearly indicated that federal 
law enforcement used counterterrorism tools to target parents op- 
posing school policies related to Covid mandates and the teaching 
of critical race theory and age-inappropriate sexual content. 


Left-wing mega donor George 
Soros has injected $1 million into 
the Georgia governor’s race in sup- 
port of Democrat Stacey Abrams’ 
second attempt at the office, Fox 
News reported May 11. 

Specifically, the donation came 
from Soros’ Democracy PAC II, 
a committee that itself received 
$125 million from the Hungarian- 
born financier. The PAC then gave the $1 million to the pro- 
Abrams One Georgia Inc. on March 11. 

In April, a federal judge ruled that One Georgia Inc. must sus- 
pend its activities until Abrams wins the Democratic nomination 
at the end of May, per the Atlanta-Journal Constitution. 

Due to its suspension, One Georgia does not appear in state 
records. Although Abrams’ team has not publicly announced the 
existence of One Georgia, Soros’ federal disclosures show that 
the group shares an Atlanta address with Abrams’ gubernatorial 
campaign committee. 

In addition, the committee received a cash infusion from 
Democratic Governors Association-Georgia (DGA) and another 
Abrams-connected entity. 

The same day as the Soros donation, March 11, DGA matched 


George 
Soros 


wikipedia/Niccolé Caranti 


the sum with a $1 million 
contribution of its own to One 
Georgia. Three days later, the 
Fair Fight PAC transferred 
$1.5 million to One Geor- 
gia, meaning the pro-Abrams 
group has at least $3.5 million 
in its war chest. 

Fox News notes, “In addi- 
tion to the $1 million donation 
to Apraine! leadership committee, George Soros and multiple rel- 
atives donated nearly $60,000 directly to Abrams’ gubernatorial 
campaign earlier this year, according to a campaign filing. Soros 
and two of his children, Alexander and Andrea, each made three 
donations on Jan. 11. Each set of donations from the three Soros 
family members added up to $19,700.” 

When Abrams first ran unsuccessfully for governor in 2018, 
the Soros family donated $1.3 million to the Democratic Party 
of Georgia. 

Abrams, who has repeatedly claimed the 2018 gubernatorial 
race was stolen from her, has made clear that she not only wants 
to become governor of Georgia, but plans to run for president 
by 2040. Currently, she is both outraising and outspending her 
Republican rivals. 


iambuff/iStock/Getty Images Plus 
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INSIDE TRACK. 


PR Firm Advises Blue-chip Clients to Avoid Abortion Issue 


A major public-relations firm is privately cautioning its high- 
profile clients to stay mum on the leaked SCOTUS draft signal- 
ing the end of Roe v. Wade. Warning against taking “a stance you 
cannot reverse,” The PR firm Zeno refers to the abortion issue as 
an example of “50/50” or “no-win situations” that could “alien- 
ate” stakeholders. 

In an internal communication obtained by Popular Informa- 
tion, Zeno’s Executive Vice President for Media Strategy Katie 


_ 


Cwayna sent Zeno staff a “template email to share with client 
contacts” regarding the leaked SCOTUS draft. In the template, 
Zeno warns its blue-chip clients to avoid being played by the 
media. 

As Popular Information reported May 6, the email tells cli- 
ents that “the media” will “look for corporations to take a stand 
and make their views known” and to avoid the bait, stating, 
“Do not take a stance you cannot reverse, especially when the 
decision is not final. This topic is a textbook ‘50/50’ issue. 
Subjects that divide the country can sometimes be no-win situ- 
ations for companies because regardless of what they do they 
will alienate at least 15 to 30 percent of their stakeholders.... 
Do not assume that all of your employees, customers or inves- 
tors share your view.” 

Cwayna wrote that media may not have those companies’ 
best interest at heart: “Avoid media ‘fishing.’ Often during con- 
troversy, media will make general inquiries to multiple peer 
organizations, in which the first one to ‘raise its hand’ becomes 
the lead. In a case like this, being at the center is not advisable 
so be judicious if/how general inquiries are managed.... Steer 
clear of breaking news networks/outlets. We anticipate the story 
will dominate newsfeeds for the rest of the week as more details 
unfold, so avoid pitching reporters and outlets that focus on 
breaking news.” 


Biden Avoids Oval Office Over Its Lack of Teleprompter 


When was the last time you saw President Biden holding a press 
event at the Oval Office? Apparently, one reason for the president 
to avoid that historic setting is that it is difficult to properly install 
a teleprompter there. 

The revelation was casually mentioned in a May 5 Politico 
report dedicated to a possible 2024 rematch between Biden and 
former President Donald Trump and published on Thursday. The 
report reads, “The White House has largely abandoned using the 
Oval Office for press events in part because it can’t be perma- 
nently equipped with a teleprompter; Biden aides prefer the fake 
White House stage built in the Old Executive Office Building 
next door for events, sacrificing some of the power of the historic 
backdrop in favor of an otherwise sterile room that was outfitted 
with an easily read teleprompter screen.” 

The report also mentioned the president’s “slower and shorter 
gait” that is a result of pain in the president’s foot, which he alleg- 
edly broke while “playing with his dog in late November 2020.” 
Politico was kind to put it this way; the president injured himself 
by tripping on a bathmat following a shower and while pulling 
his German shepherd Major’s tail. 

The Politico report also notes that some Democrats and even 
some of Biden’s allies have expressed concerns privately that 
the 79-year-old president may not be able to handle the rigors 
of another presidential campaign, which is expected to be much 
more demanding than the previous one. 


rr 


Biden’s preferred setting, styled to look like the White House 
interior and featuring fake windows that display a digital view of 
the White House Rose Garden, according to media reports, was 
constructed during the renovation of the Eisenhower Executive 
Office Building. The latter is located directly adjacent to the West 
Wing on the White House grounds, where the actual Oval Office 
is, and has been used for press events since last September. Ml 
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President Biden Jokes About His Dismal Approval Rating 

“T’m really excited to be here tonight with the only group of Americans 
with a lower approval rating than I have.” 

President Joe Biden made this quip at the annual White House Cor- 
respondents’ Association dinner, where he also drew a chuckle from his 
audience when he took aim at Donald Trump 8 presidency as “a horrible 
plague followed by two years of Covid.” 


Progressive Senator Ducks a Reasonable Question 

“What do you say to someone like me who worked two jobs for a decade 
to pay all their student loans — and just finished. Where do I sign up for 
reimbursement?” 

Conservative Lindsey Granger filled in as a guest host on the customarily left-leaning television show 
The View. She questioned progressive Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), a leading advocate for 
cancelling all student-loan indebtedness. Warren quickly changed the subject and never answered the 
question. 


GageSkidmore 


Trump-endorsed Candidate Gains a Primary Win in West Virginia 

“In order for our party to be successful, we need to take these RINOs out in primaries.” 

Consistent conservative Representative Alex Mooney handily defeated House colleague and fellow Repub- 
lican David McKinley, whose voting choices have earned him designation as a Republican in Name Only. 


Retired Texas Congressman Condemns Censorship of Ideas 
“The drive to censor is driven by the woke mob and authoritarian establishment’s fear that their policies 
could not maintain majority support if forced to compete in a free market of ideas. The hysterical reac- 
tion to Elon Musk’s effort to purchase Twitter and return the company to its roots as a free speech zone 
demonstrates that the enemies of liberty sense that the days of the welfare-warfare state are numbered.” 
In his weekly column, former Congressman Ron Paul found reason to be encouraged about leftist fears 
of the possible takeover of Twitter by someone who will allow the dissemi- 
j nation of all points of view, not just liberal and progressive propaganda. 


UN Leader Ramps Up the War on the Use of Fossil Fuels 

“The scientific and moral imperative is clear. There must be no new in- 
vestment in fossil fuel expansion, including production, infrastructure, 
and exploration.” 

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres wants the world to abandon the 
use of coal, gas, and oil in favor of renewable sources. U.S. Oil and Gas 
Association president Tim Stewart claimed that following the Guterres 
demand would “ensure the poorest of the poor remain in energy poverty 
for another generation and a generation beyond that.” 


Anténio§ 
Guterres 
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Panel Investigating the January 6 Melee at the Capitol Subpoenas Five GOP Congressmen 

“My view on the committee has not changed. They’re not conducting a legitimate investigation. It seems 
as though they just want to go after their political opponents.” 

The leading Republican targeted by this committee, House Minority 
Leader Kevin McCarthy, has stated from the outset that he would not 
cooperate with its inquiry. 


Justice Says Supreme Court Can’t Be a “Bullied” Institution 
“We are becoming addicted to wanting particular outcomes, not living 
with the outcomes we don’t like. We can’t be an institution that can be 
bullied into giving you just the outcomes you want.” 
Justice Clarence Thomas aimed his remarks at radical pro-abortion 
activists after threats were directed at Justice Samuel Alito and four 
other justices (including himself) who are expected to rule that Roe v. 
Wade has always been unconstitutional. @ 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUus 


Clarence 
Thomas 


AP Images 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! i) 


TO FAMINE? 


People in third-world countries are no stranger to food shortages and famine, 
but could such a thing happen here in America? If so, what can we do about it? 
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by William F. Jasper 


possibly occur here in America, the 
land of prosperity and plenty? 

And, if the answer is “yes,” then how 
near might that awful future be? And what 
might be done to prevent or mitigate it? 
Right now, tens of millions of people in 
the world’s poorest countries are facing 
starvation. The blame for much of that 
human desolation can be laid squarely on 
the shoulders of the World Health Organ- 
ization, the United Nations, the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, and the na- 
tional “health” bureaucracies that have 
used politicized “science” to force deadly 
lockdowns on the entire human popula- 
tion of our planet. 

In April of 2020, David Beasley, ex- 
ecutive director of the UN World Food 
Program, warned that the Covid lock- 
downs could prove more lethal than the 
virus. “In a worst-case scenario, we could 
be looking at famine in about three dozen 
countries,” Beasley stated. There’s “a 
real danger that more people could po- 
tentially die from the economic impact 
of COVID-19 than from the virus itself,” 
he warned, noting further that the world 
could face “multiple famines of biblical 
proportions within a few short months.” 
That was two years ago. As we report- 
ed at the time, “The shutdowns and lock- 
downs mandated by WHO, the CDC, and 
other ‘health authorities’ have disrupted 
planting, harvesting, processing, and 
transportation of foodstuffs globally, with 
the deadliest effects falling on the world’s 
most vulnerable.” 

We who are fortunate enough to be liv- 
ing in developed countries are not currently 
experiencing famine, but rapidly escalating 
food prices and lack of product availabil- 
ity are seriously affecting European and 
American households. The U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics’ Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) reported on April 12 that consumers 
are facing the highest price increases in 
40 years. “The all items index continued 
to accelerate, rising 8.5 percent for the 12 
months ending March, the largest 12-month 
increase since the period ending December 
1981,” the CPI report stated. 


|: famine in our future? Could famine 


William F. Jasper is a senior editor of 


The New American. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


We who are fortunate enough to be living in developed 
countries are not currently experiencing famine, but rapidly 
escalating food prices and lack of product availability are 
seriously affecting European and American households. 
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Covid lockdowns bring famine apocalypse: David Beasley (above), executive director of the UN 
World Food Program, warned in April 2020 of “a real danger that more people could potentially 
die from the economic impact of COVID-19 than from the virus itself.” 


However, when it comes to food, we are 
seeing double-digit inflation for the prices 
of many items. “The food at home index 
rose 10.0 percent over the last 12 months, 
the largest 12-month increase since the pe- 
riod ending March 1981,” according to the 
CPI report, which also noted, “The index 
for meats, poultry, fish, and eggs increased 
13.7 percent over the last year as the index 
for beef rose 16.0 percent.” 

As troubling as those price increases 
may be, we “ain’t seen nothing yet.” Based 
on the trillions of dollars that our federal 
overlords have been spending (and creat- 
ing out of thin air), prices on everything 
will continue spiraling upward. Added to 
the price inflation will be increasing oc- 
currences of food shortages — along with 
the shortages we are already experiencing 


in building materials, electronic compo- 
nents, seeds and feeds, fertilizer, truck 
drivers, railroad crews, and much more. 
News reports indicate that food short- 
ages and rationing are already occur- 
ring in the United Kingdom and across 
Europe, with cooking oils being the 
primary product currently in short sup- 
ply. Stores are limiting customers to two 
or three bottles of oil. According to U.S. 
Department of Agriculture data, Ukraine 
produces 46 percent of the world’s sun- 
flower seeds and safflower oil and has 
been unable to process and ship four mil- 
lion tons of sunflower oil due to the Rus- 
sian invasion. The shortage of sunflower 
oil and safflower oil has also resulted 
in a run on olive oil, rapeseed oil, and 
other cooking oils. With the destruction 
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FOOD CRISIS 


and disruption that the war has brought, 
it is unlikely that crops will get planted 
and harvested this year, or that transpor- 
tation infrastructure will be rebuilt any 
time soon, making it all but certain that 
cooking-oil shortages will continue in- 
definitely. Farmers in the U.K. are warn- 
ing that shortages of milk, eggs, chicken, 
beef, lamb, and pork are also on the near 
horizon because they have had to drasti- 
cally reduce their herds and flocks due to 
skyrocketing prices and/or unavailability 
of feed and fertilizer. 

In the United States, parents have been 
having difficulty finding baby formula, 
with widespread reports of formula short- 
ages, rationing, and empty shelves across 
the country. Pet owners are also finding 
empty shelves where they regularly have 
bought food for Fido and Fifi. 

However, an unprecedented perfect 
storm comprised of multiple factors is al- 
ready bearing down on us, guaranteeing 
that we will soon be seeing and feeling 
more serious repercussions in our food 
chain than we have ever experienced 
here in America in our lifetimes. In ad- 
dition to the natural vagaries of weather 


(storms, hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 
droughts, frosts) and diseases (both plant 
and animal) that always have bedeviled 
agricultural output, we are facing a host 
of politically driven issues that are causing 
or exacerbating our looming food crisis. 
Among them are: 

¢ Covid lockdowns: Yes, the lockdowns 
(for the most part) have been lifted, but the 
harmful impacts linger. And we have no 
guarantee that politicians and bureaucrats 
will not reimpose them. During 2020 and 
2021, farmers were forced — due to un- 
availability of workers, truckers, feed, and 
fuel, as well as the closure of restaurants, 
cafeterias, and local farmers markets — to 
destroy massive amounts of produce and 
much of their livestock. Many farms went 
bankrupt; many more are barely hanging on. 

¢ Suicidal spending/runaway infla- 
tion: Although President Biden wants to 
scapegoat Vladimir Putin for the inflation 
that he and Congress are causing, he can- 
not escape the fact that multi-trillion-dol- 
lar spending binges have ballooned our 
money supply with unbacked currency, 
with the inevitable result that each dollar 
is worth less and each purchase requires 


more of the devalued dollars. This fact 
is glaringly confirmed by an incredibly 
damning chart from the Federal Reserve 
(which the “mainstream” media has 
completely ignored) showing that in the 
past two years we have experienced an 
enormous and unprecedented increase in 
the MI money supply (M1 being circu- 
lating currency and coins plus checking 
accounts). According to the Fed, the M1 
money supply stood at $3.993 trillion in 
January of 2020. By January of 2021 it 
had leaped to an incredible $18.107 tril- 
lion, and by January of 2022 had soared 
to $20.582 trillion. That’s five times the 
M1 money supply that existed two years 
earlier! Not all of that has resulted from 
federal spending; it has also come from 
people transferring funds from M2 in- 
struments (saving accounts, CDs, and 
other time deposits) and investments into 
cash, likely out of fear of the inflation and 
confiscatory tax policies and restrictions 
unleashed by the Biden-Pelosi forces, as 
well as to deal with economic hardships 
caused by Covid policies. The enormity 
of this money-supply increase means that 
we face a crushing inflation/hyperinfla- 
tion burden for the foreseeable future. 

¢ Russia-Ukraine war: As 
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Spending to the stratosphere: As this Federal Reserve graph shows, our runaway inflation is the result of 


the M1 money supply increasing from $3.993 trillion to $20.582 trillion in just two years. 
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noted above, the conflict is al- 
ready being felt in the global 
cooking-oil market. It goes well 
beyond that, of course. Russia 
is a major world supplier of 
wheat, corn, coal, oil, gas, and 
metals. Ukraine is also a major 
global supplier of wheat, corn, 
rye, barley, and oats. Subtract- 
ing both of these key players 
from the market — by war and/ 
or sanctions — guarantees seri- 
ous disruptions to, and shortag- 
es throughout, the food chain. 

¢ Fuel prices: Another 
major impact of the Russia- 
Ukraine war is its effect on 
the availability and cost of 
fuel, which dramatically im- 
pacts every facet of farming 
operational costs, from pre- 
paring the soil to planting to 
harvesting, processing, and 
transporting the product to 
market. Closer to home, and 
prior to the Russian invasion, 
President Biden began crip- 
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From Bidenflation to Bidenfamine: President Biden performs a photo-op tour of an Illinois farm on May 11 to show his concern for food shortages . 


and rising food prices, but refuses to lift the energy bans and regulations and stop the runaway federal spending, all major causes of the crisis. 


pling the U.S. economy, including U.S. 
food producers, his first day in office by 
signing an executive order to shut down 
the Keystone XL pipeline, while green- 
lighting Russia’s Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
that President Trump had blocked. Biden 
followed that up by halting oil and gas 
development in Alaska’s Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge, stopping oil and gas 
leases on federal lands, crippling U.S. 
refineries, and begging OPEC (including 
America-hating dictatorships Iran and 
Venezuela) to send us more oil. Biden is 
trying to hide the impact of his policies 
by raiding the U.S. Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve, which will leave us without any 
reserves should we really need them, if, 
for instance, he takes us into a war with 
Russia. 

¢ Fertilizer costs, availability: Russia 
and Belarus, the second- and third-larg- 
est producers of potash, together control 
about 40 percent of global production of 
potash, an essential ingredient of com- 
mercial fertilizer. Russia also produces 
about 66 percent of the world’s ammo- 
nium nitrate, another essential ingredient. 
Both countries are under sanction, putting 
a huge squeeze on fertilizer and driving 
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up its cost. In Canada, which is the larg- 
est single source of potash, Communist 
China’s state-owned YanCoal has taken 
over North American Potash, a major pro- 
ducer. There is an additional problem in 
that fertilizer production is a very energy- 
intensive process, and, as already noted, 
the Biden administration has reduced the 
supply of and driven up costs for all en- 
ergy sources. 

¢ Destructive federal government 
water policies: Without water, crops per- 
ish and livestock die — and urban popu- 
lations starve. It’s that simple. The west- 
ern states of the United States are in the 
throes of a multi-year drought, the result 
of back-to-back La Nifias — not global 
warming. This has been a common oc- 
currence over the past millennium in this 
arid region. California farms, which pro- 
duce two-thirds of the nation’s fruits and 
nuts and over a third of its vegetables, are 
going under due to year after year of re- 
ductions of irrigation water. Thousands of 
productive almond trees that take decades 
to grow have been cut down for lack of 
water. The farms of California’s huge 
Central Valley and the Klamath Basin 
straddling the California-Oregon border 


are dying, as federal bureaucrats override 
their legal water rights in order to deliver 
the precious liquid to the “endangered” 
delta smelt and short-nosed sucker fish. 

¢ Fedgov payments to farmers not to 
plant: Currently, under the federal Con- 
servation Reserve Program (CRP), the 
Biden administration is paying farmers 
to not farm on 2.4 million acres of crop- 
land. Another 1.275 million acres of ara- 
ble land is lying fallow under the Wetland 
Reserve Program (WRP). That’s a lot of 
potential food-growing land that is being 
kept out of production at a time of increas- 
ing food scarcity. 

¢ Fedgov ethanol mandates: Since 
2007, when the Energy Independence 
and Security Act was signed into law by 
then-President George W. Bush, Ameri- 
can refiners have been saddled with the 
federal mandate to add ethanol to gas- 
oline. This has been good for the corn 
lobby, but not so great for consumers, 
who pay more at the pump and more 
for meat, eggs, and other food products 
affected by the grain supply. Diverting 
about 40 percent of the U.S. corn crop to 
ethanol has caused the price of ground 
beef to double since the program started. 
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No food for babies: Moms and dads have been searching desperately for baby formula, due 
largely to the federal FDA shutting down an Abbott Laboratories plant in Michigan that is the 
biggest supplier of various formula brands. Thus far, the FDA has produced no evidence that the 
plant was contaminated. 


Science shows it is also harmful for the 
environment, as even “progressives” are 
now admitting. Here’s a recent head- 
line from Wired: “Biofuels are getting 
a second look — and some tough ques- 
tions.” “Bioethanol has been touted as 
a green way to cut reliance on Russian 
oil,” the Wired story begins, “But new 
modeling suggests it isn’t the climate 
solution we’d hoped for.” Wired quotes 
Jason Hill, a biofuels expert at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. “The science has 
long pointed out that this is not where 
we want to go,” says Hill. “In the long 
run corn ethanol has done almost nothing 
for our energy independence, and it has a 
large, disproportionately negative impact 
on the environment and food security.” 
¢ Supply-chain bottlenecks. Nobody 
gets any if it doesn’t get there. The Covid 
lockdowns introduced us to the reality of 
the supply-chain crisis, and Team Biden’s 
attacks on our energy sector have exacer- 
bated an already bad situation. Among the 
many detriments of the crisis is the dif- 
ficulty of getting replacement parts for 
trucks, farm equipment, and food-proc- 
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essing machinery, without which food 
production comes to a halt. 

¢ Avian flu: Another outbreak of avian 
flu (again out of China) has caused au- 
thorities and farmers in the United States 
to destroy 37 million chickens and turkeys 
since February. These cullings are already 
affecting the price and availability of 
chicken meat and eggs. With infections 
reported in 30 states, many more cull- 
ings are expected. The current outbreak 
is hitting an industry still suffering from 
the ruinous 2014-2015 avian flu eruption 
in which 51 million meat birds and layers 
were destroyed. 

¢ Mysterious food-processing plant 
fires: Over the past several months, 
nearly a dozen food-processing plants 
across the coun- 
try have been de- 
stroyed or heavily 
damaged by fires 
and, in two cases, 
by planes crash- 
ing into them. 
News reports and 
official investiga- 


a 
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tions are ascribing this string of mishaps 
to accidental causes. The New Ameri- 
can has been following up on these sto- 
ries to learn if investigations turn up any 
evidence of arson in these cases, and 
to ascertain the impact these incidents 
might have on our overall food picture. 
(See article on page 18.) 

Finally, in addition to all of the above, 
there is another troubling factor: the glo- 
balist elite’s increasing focus over the 
past several years on “food security.” The 
same organizations that have been in the 
forefront of the tyrannical response to the 
Covid pandemic are also the key leaders 
of the global food-security movement: 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Rockefeller Foundation, Council on For- 
eign Relations, World Economic Forum, 
United Nations, World Health Organiza- 
tion, Brookings Institution, International 
Monetary Fund, World Bank, Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, and 
the rest of the usual suspects in the glob- 
alist cabal. These are the same forces that 
have been pounding the overpopulation/ 
population-control themes for decades, 
while also praising Communist China, 
the world champion of famine genocide 
through central planning. (See article on 
page 20.) 

All the above combined factors (and 
more) are sending an unmistakable dan- 
ger signal of approaching disaster. Unfor- 
tunately, too many of our elected officials 
are ignoring the warnings. American vot- 
ers who care about their vanishing free- 
doms and protecting their loved ones 
against famine have an opportunity in the 
upcoming primaries and the general elec- 
tion in November to send an unmistakable 
message back to the government officials 
who would use food shortages and ration- 
ing to fasten tyranny upon us. In the mean- 
time, those who are wise will make sure 
that their households have enough food in 
their pantries to last several weeks — if 
not several months. Ml 
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WAR IN UKRAINE 


IMPACTING FOOD SUPPLIES 


Blaming all of America’s food woes on the war is of course nonsense. 
Yet the disruption of supplies from Ukraine is significant. 


AP Images 


Breadhasket: Because Ukraine and Russia are the primary suppliers of grain, especially wheat, to 
much of Africa and the Middle East, many countries are preparing for major food shortages. 


by Charles Scaliger 


hile the ongoing rise in food 
prices in the United States is 
primarily being driven by in- 


flation, the continuing war in Ukraine may 
soon contribute to a food crisis that will 
not be confined to the United States and 
its anemic economy. No event has great- 
er potential for the disruption of orderly 
economic activity than a major war, espe- 
cially a war involving belligerents whose 
economic output includes crucial exports 
such as food and energy. Already widely 
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acknowledged is the effect that the Russia- 
Ukraine war is having on global energy 
supplies, given Russia’s pivotal role in 
oil and natural gas production. And while 
Putin’s role in rising gas prices has been 
exaggerated by a Biden administration 
eager to shirk responsibility for its own 
disastrous policy decisions, it cannot be al- 
together discounted, especially among Eu- 
ropean nations only recently dependent on 
Russia for the bulk of their energy needs. 

Less well known are the roles of both 
Russia and Ukraine in global food pro- 
duction, particularly grains. Russia and 
Ukraine are (or were) among the top five 
global exporters of corn, barley, and sun- 
flowers, and together account for roughly 
one-third of the world’s entire grain pro- 


duction. Both nations are also major ex- 
porters of cheap fertilizer. As the New York 
Times’ Jack Nicas observed, “for the global 
food market, there are few worse countries 
to be in conflict than Russia and Ukraine.” 


Global Ramifications 

A large proportion of the food and fer- 
tilizer exports from these two nations 
goes disproportionately to a region of 
the world already critically vulnerable 
to food supply disruptions: Africa. For 
example, Nigeria — Africa’s most popu- 
lous country and also the world’s fourth- 
largest importer of wheat — gets one- 
quarter of its entire supply from Russia 
and Ukraine. Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania, 
and Cameroon all receive an average of 
more than 40 percent of their wheat im- 
ports from the two warring nations. Even 
the UN’s World Food Program gets one- 
half of its entire wheat supply — much of 
which ends up in needy African nations 
— from Ukraine alone. 

Adding to the deepening crisis, much of 
Africa was already enduring food short- 
ages before the first shots of the war were 
fired, because of soaring prices and crip- 
pled global supply chains in the wake of 
the Covid pandemic. Because Ukraine and 
Russia traditionally have been able to sup- 
ply fertilizers and foodstuffs more cheaply 
than the likes of the United States or Can- 
ada, they have long found an eager market 
in Africa. And with the increasing intricacy 
and peacetime efficiency of modern-day 
global supply chains, Africans have come 
to prefer wheat-based products — which 
rely on a grain not cultivatable over much 
of the continent — over products made 
from traditional local foodstuffs such as 
millet and cassava. 
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While widespread food shortages and famine in Africa have not 
yet appeared, the prospect becomes more likely as the Russia- 
Ukraine war moves into the spring and possibly summer, 
preventing crops from being planted and harvested at normal 


peacetime levels. 


Fertile fields: Before the war, Russia accounted for 15 percent of the entire world fertilizer 
supply. Now, farmers worldwide are faced with a fertilizer shortage that could bring about 
significantly lower crop yields in a few months. 


Not only food and fertilizer shortages, 
but also skyrocketing energy prices threat- 
en to further disrupt food supplies in Af- 
rica, by rendering large-scale mechanized 
farming economically nonviable. The re- 
sponse of local governments and central 
planners in many African countries has 
been to promote a return to smallholder 
farming of local products. Unfortunately, 
like everywhere else in the world, popula- 
tions in Africa have adjusted to the reality 
of abundant imported food, with all of the 
systems that make it possible: mechanized 
farming equipment, fertilizer, and the 
rapid global movement of goods, all of 
which have been thrown into jeopardy by 
the one-two punch of pandemic followed 
by major war. 

While more widespread food shortages 
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and famine in Africa have not yet appeared, 
the prospect becomes more likely as the 
Russia-Ukraine war moves into the spring 
and possibly summer, preventing crops 
from being planted and harvested at normal 
peacetime levels. 

Nor is Africa the only part of the world 
facing a possible food shortage this year. 
Much the same that has been said of Af- 
rica with respect to Russian and Ukrainian 
food imports can be said of the nations of 
the Middle East, from Turkey to Iran. Tiny 
Lebanon, which imports 80 percent of its 
wheat from Ukraine, announced the day 
after the war started that it had enough 
wheat stockpiles to last one month. Now, 
more than two months into the war, the 
situation in Lebanon, which has little ar- 
able land and relies crucially on food im- 
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ports to feed its population of 6.8 million, 
has deteriorated alarmingly, with many 
people selling household belongings in 
order to purchase and stockpile food. And 
the inflation crisis roiling the American 
economy is small potatoes compared to 
Lebanon, where food prices have already 
risen by 1,000 percent. 

As far away as southeast Asia, major 
countries such as Thailand, Bangladesh, 
Indonesia, and the Philippines all im- 
port more than 40 percent of their wheat 
from Russia and Ukraine; with a com- 
bined population of 620 million, these 
four countries alone account for a sig- 
nificant percentage of the world’s entire 
population, whose collective food supply 
stands to be severely disrupted in coming 
months, thanks to the ongoing conflict in 
eastern Europe. 

China, too, stands at the cusp ofa major 
food crisis, owing to factors both external 
and internal. In addition to being a major 
importer of food and energy from Russia 
and Ukraine, China has crippled its own 
productive capacity thanks to its manic 
“zero Covid” policy, which has prompted 
the authorities in Beijing to lock down an 
entire province, Jiling, where a huge pro- 
portion of Chinese foods are produced. 
This, on top of immense destruction of 
crops and cropland in last year’s epochal 
flooding, which delayed the planting of 
as much as one-third of China’s entire 
wheat crop, does not bode well for Chi- 
na’s food supply in the near future. In a 
rare admission of failure, Tang Renjian, 
China’s agriculture minister, warned that 
“this year’s seedling situation can be said 
to be the worst in history.” 

The list of countries crucially depen- 
dent on Russian and Ukrainian food 
imports extends far beyond Africa, the 
Middle East, and the populous countries 
of east and southeast Asia. Kazakhstan, 
Armenia, and Mongolia, for example, 
import virtually all of their wheat from 
Russia and Ukraine. 

David Beasley, former Republican gov- 
ernor of South Carolina and now director 
of the World Food Program, whose ear- 
nest, bearded face is familiar to anyone 
who has navigated Facebook-sponsored 
ads, is worried about far more these days 
than the war and famine in Yemen. As 
Beasley, who is now on the ground in 
Ukraine, told NPR’s Ayen Bior: 
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This is just catastrophe on top of ca- 
tastrophe. Because guess where the 
Ukrainian farmers are right now; 
they’re on the front lines, fighting for 
the freedom of their country. Before 
the Ukrainian War, we were already 
seeing a spike in fuel costs, food costs, 
shipping costs. And just when you 
think it couldn’t get any worse, boom, 
Afghanistan, and then boom, Ukraine. 


Beasley is an active presence on Twitter, 
using the platform to warn anyone paying 
attention of the looming food catastrophe. 
On May 2 he tweeted, “Food needs to 
move in and out of #Ukraine. Ports MUST 
reopen. Millions if not billions of lives are 
at stake and we are running out of time — 
the world demands it.” The following day, 
he added, “Before #Ukraine, it was already 
tragic: I was cutting rations for millions in 
starving countries. Then war drove farm- 
ers into the battlefields, shut down supply 
chains and closed ports across the Black 
Sea region. This is a collision course to 
catastrophe.” Beasley, whose organization 
supplies food rations to 125 million people 
a day, is acutely aware of the razor’s edge 
on which the world food supply now rests, 
and of the “perfect storm” of factors that 
may yet occasion a global humanitarian 


catastrophe unrivalled since World War II. 

The situation in Ukraine is not entirely 
bleak, with many farmers doing their best 
to plant, especially in areas of the country 
not ravaged by active conflict. Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr Zelensky has been 
imploring farmers to plant as much as they 
can, and not only for humanitarian motives: 
Ukraine’s economic survival depends on its 
ability to continue producing and exporting 
food. Ukraine, at least, may be able to get at 
least a part of its expected harvest this year. 
However, as Beasley’s remarks imply, that 
will depend on the availability of Black Sea 
shipping ports, since Ukraine does not have 
enough railways to ship the needed levels 
of exports overland. Moreover, Ukrainian 
farmers are finding fuel for their tractors 
and other equipment in dangerously low 
supply, it having been diverted to the war 
effort. Russia, meanwhile, may not be able 
to export any of its produce, owing to heavy 
trade and financial sanctions blocking ex- 
ports, as well as a possible need to divert 
former exports to feed its own hard-pressed 
population. 


Problems at Home 

How will all of this affect the United 
States? For one major agricultural product, 
American farmers are already feeling the 
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Hard-hit: Some countries are already in an acute food crisis. Lebanon, shown here, has already 
been crippled by high food prices, and is suffering shortages in many areas. 
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pinch: fertilizer. Russia, the world’s largest 
producer of fertilizer, accounts for 15 per- 
cent of the global supply — upon which 
world crops (including American) crucially 
depend in order to sustain levels of produc- 
tion sufficient to feed modern populations. 
Absent fertilizer, food yields would imme- 
diately drop far below sustainability levels. 
Yet that is precisely what may happen in the 
United States and the entire food-producing 
world this year, following the sudden and 
total halt of Russian fertilizer exports. Not 
only that, many fertilizer manufacturers 
outside of Russia have been scaling back 
production in the face of skyrocketing fuel 
costs. As a result, American farmers are 
without fertilizer to enhance crop produc- 
tivity, including crops such as alfalfa and 
soybeans that are primarily used to feed 
cattle. One Iowa farmer told The New York 
Times in late March that, despite preorder- 
ing this year’s fertilizer in anticipation of 
rising prices, his order had not yet arrived, 
endangering this year’s entire crop. 

Nor is the situation any better in coun- 
tries outside the United States that contrib- 
ute to the American food supply. Canada is 
in much the same straits, while Australia 
is at full export capacity already, and Ar- 
gentina is being forced by internal woes to 
severely limit exports. 

While it still seems unlikely that Amer- 
ica will face real starvation as a result of 
so much worldwide chaos, significant food 
shortages and crippling prices appear very 
much to be in the offing, thanks to a verita- 
ble witch’s brew of pandemic after-effects, 
the war in Ukraine, flooding in China, 
and, as always, debilitating mismanage- 
ment and outright malfeasance by govern- 
ments, including our own. Thanks to the 
Covid pandemic, the American and world 
economies and food supply were already 
on tenterhooks, but the election of Joe 
Biden and his corps of incompetents has 
made an already bad situation incalculably 
worse. Inflation was already out of control, 
and supplies of many goods already criti- 
cally distorted, before the first Russian mis- 
siles began falling on Kiev; now America 
is starting to feel the real consequences of 
electing bad leadership in troubled times. 
In time, of course, chains of production 
and supply will recalibrate to new realities. 
But in the meantime, the potential cost of 
these mostly man-made calamities may be 
severe for everyone. 
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STORY Backes 


Over the past two years, 
American food-processing 
facilities have been hit by 

an alarming number of 
fires. Is it a Coincidence, or 

something more sinister? 


by Charles Scaliger 


ith all of the current crises both 
domestic and international, a 
looming fertilizer and food- 


storage shortage has so far failed to cap- 
tivate the American public as much as the 
war in Ukraine, the lockdowns in China, 
or the court saga of Amber and Johnny. 
Yet America’s harvest this year is already 
threatened by an acute fertilizer shortage 
and crippling fuel prices. Moreover, in 
one of the stranger stories emerging from 
an already surreal political landscape, a 
lot of American food-processing facilities 
lately have been going up in smoke — 
literally. 

Back in April, a few in the mainstream 
media began noticing a startling trend: 
Food-processing facilities all across 
America have been catching fire over 
the past several months, a trend that has 
included several eye-catching episodes 
such as small plane crashes and massive 
explosions. No less an eminence than Fox 
News’ Tucker Carlson took note of the 
odd string of “coincidences,” which oth- 
ers in the media establishment have been 
quick to dismiss as random occurrences. 
The National Review, ever the bastion 
of “reasonable” conservativism, for ex- 
ample, noted quite reasonably that “none 
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of the fires have so far been declared 
cases of arson.... [Morever,] if you were 
a terrorist or foreign agent attempting to 
choke off the American food-distribution 
network ... would you start with an ob- 
scure potato-chip maker in Oregon? Then 
move on to the source of Hot Pockets in 
Arkansas? Then move on to a soybean- 
processing tank in Virginia? Are these 
the right targets if you’ re trying to cripple 
America?” 

Fair enough. But on the other hand, 
some of the fires have indeed struck sig- 
nificant facilities — for example, the mas- 
sive fire that destroyed much of Wisconsin 
River Meats in Mauston, Wisconsin, on 
February 5, or the November 21 fire that 
left the Maid-Rite Steak Company meat 
processing plant in Lackawanna County, 


Pennsylvania, inoperable. Of the claimed 
total of 18 fires at food-processing facili- 
ties over the past six months, the following 
would appear to be potentially significant, 
in addition to the Wisconsin and Pennsyl- 
vania events already mentioned: 

«A fire that completely destroyed a Taylor 
Farms Processing Facility in Salinas, Cali- 
fornia, on April 13. 

«A fire on April 12 that destroyed the East 
Conway Beef & Pork butcher shop and 
slaughterhouse in Conway, New Hamp- 
shire. 

¢ An explosion and fire at the Cargill- 
Nutrena plant in Lecompte, Louisiana, on 
January 13. 

¢ A January 6 fire that swept through a 
poultry-processing plant in Hamilton, 
Ontario. 
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Others of the claimed “18 fires in 6 
months” actually occurred much longer 
ago, dating all the way back to January 
2021. Of the two airplane crashes, one 
occurred near a plant, and the other ap- 
pears to be clearly accidental. Moreover, 
some of the events, such as a fire at a 
building in El Paso, Texas, that used to 
harbor a meat-processing facility but has 
been vacant for three years, and fires at 
facilities for making potato chips and Hot 
Pockets, seem unlikely targets for any 
concerted attempt to sabotage the Ameri- 
can food supply. 

By this author’s reckoning, the number 
of potentially truly significant events dur- 
ing the last six months is between six and 
10 — still noteworthy, but not as much 
as the claimed figures. And of those, the 
great majority have been investigated and 
ruled accidental. 

In general, when allegations are based 
on demonstrably false information — 
such as condensing 16 months’ worth of 
mishaps into six months — they should 
be taken with a grain of salt. Moreover, 
lurid stories of fires and explosions are 


a convenient distraction from the very 
real threats documented elsewhere in 
this issue, threats that are a demonstrable 
consequence of the global debt crisis, the 
Covid pandemic, and the war in eastern 
Europe. It is a fact, for example, that the 
fertilizer shortage triggered by the cutoff 
of Russian-made fertilizer threatens to 
seriously compress harvest levels all over 
the food-producing world later this year. 
It is undeniable that many countries, from 
Pakistan and Bangladesh to Egypt, Leba- 
non, and much of sub-Saharan A frica face 
the very real prospect of starvation within 
months, because of their dependency on 
wheat and other staples grown in Russia 
and Ukraine. And it is a very real fact that 
the descent of Sri Lanka over the past 
several weeks into the status of failed 
state, complete with national bankruptcy, 
acute food and fuel shortages, and politi- 
cal and economic turmoil unmatched in 
that country’s troubled modern history, 
is likely to be the first of many national 
bankruptcies across the globe in coming 
months, thanks to the havoc wrought by 
the Covid pandemic. These and many 
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other bona fide trends and burgeoning 
crises ought to rivet our attention. 

Not that the possibility of deliberate 
sabotage of America’s food supply is en- 
tirely far-fetched. America certainly has 
no shortage of resourceful and determined 
foes, both within and without, who might 
attempt such a deed. After all, in a world 
where cyber and psychological warfare 
are upheld as cutting-edge tactics, would 
deliberate targeting of critical infrastruc- 
ture be that far-fetched? 

The problem is that, so far, many of 
the details of the food-plant-fires story 
are suspect, and the conclusions too hast- 
ily drawn. After all, most of the plants 
involved were meat-processing plants 
or manufacturers of food for livestock; 
one could as easily claim that a mali- 
cious group of animal-rights extremists 
is to blame. Our take, then, is that such 
events bear watching, but with spurious 
data and little corroborating evidence, a 
string of mishaps at food-processing fa- 
cilities over the last year and a half ranks 
far down the list of current American 
concerns. 
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BILL GATES, DAVOS ELITES 
PUSHING GLOBAL FOOD CONTROL 


The same globalists who support and promote the tyrannical Covid agenda 
are also driving the world toward a global food crisis and famine. 


by William F. Jasper 


he recent dramatic increase in food 
prices, together with food shortag- 
es, points to a looming food crisis, 
and even the prospect of famine. In certain 
parts of the world, famine is not merely a 
prospective future to be feared but a pres- 
ent reality that is being experienced now. 
In Yemen, Sudan, Ethiopia, Burundi, 
Eritrea, and other countries, millions of 
people are experiencing food shortages 
and risk dying of starvation. This comes 
on the heels of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and, in fact, it turns out that much of the 
food crisis and starvation is the result of 
government policy responses to the virus. 
The famine death spiral is being hastened 
by Covid lockdowns and mandates that 
have disrupted planting and harvesting 
cycles, destroyed crops and livestock 
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herds, bankrupted crucial businesses, and 
crippled supply chains. 

The 2020 global outbreak of the Covid- 
19 pandemic profoundly changed human 
society throughout the world. Political 
leaders and bureaucrats, aided by the 
media, have used — and continue to use 
— fear of a virus from Communist China 
to push our entire planet into a regimen- 
tation that has set us marching toward a 
totalitarian future. Constitutional and tra- 
ditional restraints on government powers 
have been swept aside by government 
edicts claiming to be based on “public 
safety and health” imperatives to protect 
us against an “existential threat” — from 
a virus that has proven thus far to be no 
more deadly than the common flu. In fact, 
as many studies have shown, and as we 
have reported, many more people have 
died from the government-prescribed 


“cures” than have succumbed to the virus 
itself. And the recent relenting by various 
governments on their draconian mandates 
(as welcome as those are) have not re- 
turned us to the status quo ante; they have 
merely given us a breather until the next 
fear campaign for which they decide to 
impose a new wave of controls, suppos- 
edly to protect us against a dangerous new 
“variant.” 

During the months that followed the 
initial viral outbreak, more and more peo- 
ple around the globe began to realize that 
there was something terribly amiss with 
the official narratives that were driving us 
toward medical dictatorship. Physicians, 
virologists, epidemiologists, biologists, 
and other scientists — many of whom 
are world-recognized authorities in their 
fields — were being censored and “‘can- 
celed” for daring to challenge government 
policies as unscientific and harmful, for 
daring to challenge Anthony “I represent 
science” Fauci. But, despite the censor- 
ship, the warnings by these courageous 
experts were leaking out and confirming 
the dire misgivings that the average think- 
ing, freedom-loving layman already har- 
bored in his soul. It was becoming daily 
more evident that Fauci’s “science” was 
transforming us — politically, socially, 
and economically — into a frightening 
replica of the Orwellian Beijing regime 
ruled by the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP). Apropos of this growing recogni- 
tion, Covid is increasingly referred to as 
the “CCP virus,” a term popularized by 
The Epoch Times. 


Globalist-Communist Convergence 

For many observers, one of the most as- 
tonishing developments to accompany the 
CCP virus is the way in which leading “cap- 
italists” have enthusiastically embraced and 
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praised China’s totalitarian “solutions” to 
the pandemic. Bill Gates, Warren Buffett, 
Ray Dalio, BlackRock, Goldman Sachs, 
Blackstone, Carlyle, Citibank, and other 
Wall Street behemoths and their corporate 
clients have happily jumped on the Covid 
bandwagon. Of course, as “essential” busi- 
nesses, they have prospered mightily dur- 
ing the pandemic while their smaller, less 
politically connected competitors have 
been crippled or wiped out. 

The convergence of the Western cor- 
porate elites with the CCP elites was no 
surprise to readers of The New American, 
since we have been chronicling this phe- 
nomenon for the past several decades. 
However, with the onset of the Covid 
pandemic, the world has witnessed the 
globalists even more openly embracing 
the communists and their despotic ways. 
This was brought to the fore in the sum- 
mer of 2020 during the June meeting of 
the World Economic Forum (WEF), with 
the announcement of the “Great Reset.” 

The WEF confabs have been notorious 
for decades as gatherings of the world’s 
richest plutocrats and autocrats luxuriating 
in opulent splendor while feigning con- 
cem for the world’s poor and excoriating 
the world’s middle classes for their alleged 
overconsumption and pollution. Dictator 
Xi Jinping and other CCP officials are 


honored participants at WEF gatherings 
and even chair WEF programs and author 
WEF reports. With the Great Reset, the 
WEF grandees formally presented their 
CCP-style plan to “reset” all humanity 
— politically, socially, economically, bio- 
logically, morally, and spiritually — along 
Marxist-Leninist lines. 

Klaus Schwab, WEF founder and front- 
man for the globalist elites, explained that 
“the pandemic represents a rare but nar- 
row window of opportunity to reflect, rei- 
magine, and reset our world.” He insisted 
that he and his fellow WEF demigods 
were seeking this unprecedented power to 
remold the world only “to create a health- 
ier, more equitable, and more prosperous 
future” for all. Yes, trust us, give us unlim- 
ited control of everything and we’ll fix it 
all — we guarantee it! You’Il be so happy! 
In fact, one of the signature promises, as 
presented in a now-infamous 2016 WEF 
video, states, “By 2030, you’ll own noth- 
ing and you’ll be happy.” 

Of course, the WEF billionaires will 
still own their private jets, megayachts, 
and megamansions, and will continue their 
globetrotting champagne-and-caviar life- 
styles, but you will be “happy” with what- 
ever government-provided amenities may 
be rationed to you. That’s an order! More- 
over, the WEF global overlords insist that 


Communist-capitalist convergence: Bill Gates is a great friend of Chinese President Xi Jinping. 
Gates, one of the wealthiest men in the world, invests in and works closely with Communist 
China, and gives every impression of endorsing their totalitarian system. 
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your happiness will include going vegan 
(except for eating bugs — very tasty and 
nutritious, you know), drinking recycled 
sewage water (very eco-friendly), giving 
up your car (mass transit is so much more 
efficient), and chipping your brain (wel- 
come to the Borg; WEF’s transhumanism 
will help you). This would read like the 
ludicrous script for a B movie except that 
it is being proposed and forcefully pushed 
by some of the world’s wealthiest and 
most powerful individuals. 

Klaus Schwab sounds and looks like a 
classic James Bond movie villain, but he 
represents the global titans of Big Busi- 
ness, Big Finance, Big Tech, Big Govern- 
ment, and Big Royalty. Britain’s Prince 
Charles, one of the most fanatical royals 
in the enviro-zealot lobby, addressed the 
WEF gathering to help launch the Great 
Reset by emphasizing “the interdepen- 
dence of all living things.” “We have a 
golden opportunity to seize something 
good from this crisis. Its unprecedented 
shockwaves may well make people more 
receptive to big visions of change,” he 
added. The super-wealthy prince has been 
making similar pronouncements for dec- 
ades, advocating more spartan regimens 
for the common folk, but he has not 
changed his own lavish lifestyle. Ditto for 
the rest of the WEF’s Great Resetters. 


Plan-demic to Planned Famine 

Not long after the Covid pall descended 
upon us, researchers began noticing a curi- 
ous thing: Prior to the pandemic, many of 
the key players in the forefront of the pan- 
demic-response effort — government of- 
ficials, intelligence agencies, UN agencies, 
tax-exempt foundations, medical research 
institutions — had engaged in pandemic 
scenarios (“germ games”) that were eerily 
similar to the Covid-19 outbreak. Begin- 
ning with Operation Dark Winter in 2001, 
these players have conducted more than a 
dozen germ games, bearing names such as 
Atlantic Storm, Global Mercury, Lockstep, 
MARS, SPARS, CladeX, Crimson Conta- 
gion, and Event 201. While “war games” 
are a valid and useful tool to simulate and 
prepare for preventing or responding to 
potential future crises, a disturbing thread 
runs through these germ-game exercises. 
These training scenarios invariably have 
focused on indoctrinating public decision- 
makers to respond to infectious disease 
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The people and institutions leading the push for “food 
security” should give any sensible person cause for grave 
alarm. These are the forces that have been beating the 
“overpopulation” drum for more than a century and have been 
supporting the most brutal depopulation measures. 


outbreaks with inflexible, coercive dictates 
that concentrate and centralize governmen- 
tal control over all aspects of life. Rather 
than truly “following the science,” the germ 
games invoked authoritarianism masquer- 
ading as science to justify forcing the global 
population into “lockstep” conformity with 
government mandates. Compliance would 
be accomplished largely through orches- 
trated germ propaganda that would terrify 
citizens into surrendering their indepen- 
dence, freedom, and rights. The exercises 
taught implicitly that the mental coercion 
of propaganda may not be sufficient and 
would likely need to be augmented by the 
brute force of military and police — just 
as we have witnessed throughout the world 
during Covid. 

A closer look at the germ games also 
revealed a recurring and troubling con- 
nection between the government entities 
ostensibly in control of the exercises (U.S. 
Department of State, U.S. Department of 
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Welcome to the Borg: The World Economic 


Forum, led by Klaus Schwab (shown), is 
pushing a “Great Reset” for the entire 
planet that includes “a fusion of our 
physical, digital and biological identity” 
for “surveillance under the skin” with 
implanted microchips and biotechnology. 


Defense, USAID, and CIA) and private in- 
stitutions and individuals notorious for pro- 
moting coercive population control, such as 
Bill Gates, George Soros, Ted Turner, the 
Rockefeller Foundation, the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the Population Council, 
Planned Parenthood, and others. 

Now, in the wake of the Covid plan- 
demic, we find the same individuals and 
institutions assuming the lead in planning 
for global “food security.” Under Covid, 
the denizens of Big Pharma, with their 
allied investors and bought-and-paid-for 
politicians, have gained control over much 
of our medical and health sectors. Now we 
are seeing a similar concentration of con- 
trol over our agriculture and food sectors. 

Bill Gates, one of the four wealthiest 
men in the world, is the single most in- 
fluential person on the planet in directing 
global health and vaccine policies, with 
fingers in all aspects of private and pub- 
lic activity. In the past few years, the Mi- 
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crosoft billionaire has become the largest 
individual owner of American farmland, 
buying up more than 240,000 acres across 
eighteen states. Fellow overpopulation 
alarmist Ted Turner has bought up over 
two million acres of ranchland across eight 
states. Many of the mega-corporations, 
pension funds, and Wall Street invest- 
ment firms have likewise been gobbling 
up land. The Covid lockdowns, which 
have driven many farmers into financial 
distress or bankruptcy, are allowing these 
buyers to pick up prime parcels at bargain 
rates. Over the past several years, this in- 
creasing concentration has been accompa- 
nied by a steady drumbeat of reports on 
food security (amplified by propaganda 
from the usual media sources) from the 
Council on Foreign Relations, the Rock- 
efeller Foundation, the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the Atlantic Council, 
and United Nations adjuncts such as the 
World Health Organization, the Food 
and Agricultural Organization, the World 
Food Programme, the International Mon- 
etary Fund, and the World Bank. 

One out of many noteworthy exam- 
ples of the food-security propaganda is 
a Rockefeller Foundation report entitled 
Reset the Table: Meeting the Moment to 
Transform the U.S. Food System, issued 
in July of 2020. First off, it is not a mere 
coincidence that the Rockefeller report 
adopted the WEF’s “Reset” in its title. The 
Rockefeller Foundation has been involved 
with the Davos group from WEF’s earliest 
years, and the foundation’s current presi- 
dent, Rajiv Shah, was brought up through 
the globalist ranks via the WEF Young 
Global Leaders program. In 2001, Dr. 
Shah went to work for the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, overseeing the orga- 
nization’s corrupt International Finance 
Facility for Immunization (IFFI), before 
moving on to the Obama administration 
to head the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID). In addition to 
being a regular of the WEF Davos set, he 
is a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations (CFR) and the Rockefeller- 
founded ultra-elite Trilateral Commission, 
as well as a board member of the Interna- 
tional Rescue Committee, a CIA front that 
poses as a humanitarian nonprofit. In other 
words, Rajiv Shah is solidly ensconced in 
the Deep State, the permanent ruling class 
that has hijacked our government. 
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In his foreword to Reset the Table, Shah 
writes that the report lays out “a framework 
for change toward an equitable, nourishing, 
and sustainable U.S. food system.” “The 
imperative to change the U.S. food system 
is not new,” he says. “What is new is the 
urgency and opportunity in this moment to 
make transformative progress.” The report 
offers the typical fuzzy buzzwords that un- 
derscore this “transformative progress”: 
sustainability, equity, diversity, resiliency, 
social justice, racial justice, etc. The report 
calls for additional “investment” in more 
health and welfare programs, by which it 
means, of course, that our indebted and 
bankrupt government should extract even 
more from taxpayers to fund government 
programs that are run by bureaucrats sym- 
pathetic to the collectivist notions of the 
Rockefeller Foundation. 


Food Control = Population Control 

The high-level involvement of the Rock- 
efeller and Gates foundations in the de- 
velopment of food-security policies is 
especially alarming considering the long- 
standing leadership and massive funding 
these organizations have provided to the 
militant advocates of population control. 

If one controls the food, one can to- 
tally control the population. It is a simple 
concept — one that all would-be dictators 
understand full well. And as the history 
article on page 35 grimly testifies, the ex- 
periences of Ukraine, China, and Ethiopia 
demonstrate that allowing any govern- 
ment to gain such control is an invitation 
to mass murder by famine. 

The people and institutions leading the 
push for “food security” should give any 
sensible person cause for grave alarm. 
These are the forces that have been beat- 
ing the “overpopulation” drum for more 
than a century and have been supporting 
the most brutal depopulation measures, 
including China’s one-child, forced-abor- 
tion policies and criminal, forced-steril- 
ization programs in Third World countries. 
The Rockefeller and Gates foundations 
have been in the vanguard of this murder- 
ous racket. The following provides a brief 
look at the population-control campaign 
over the past century, a campaign that is 
perilously close to achieving the political 
control it has sought for so long. 

In 1904, the Carnegie Institution for 
Science created the Eugenics Record 
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Office to promote the idea of “race bet- 
terment” through “scientific” population 
control, including forced sterilization 
and denial of healthcare to those deemed 
to have undesirable physical and mental 
traits. 

In the 1920s, feminist-eugenicist-racist 
Margaret Sanger launched her American 
Birth Control League (which would later 
become Planned Parenthood) with finan- 
cial help from John D. Rockefeller, Jr. and 
other members of the Rockefeller family. 

By the 1960s, the fervor for population 
control had reached a tipping point. The 
publication of The Population Bomb by 
Stanford University Professor Paul Ehr- 
lich in 1968 gave the movement a huge 
media-assisted boost. Deemed required 
reading in many high-school and college 
classes, it sold tens of millions of copies. 
Ehrlich predicted that tens of millions of 
Americans would die of starvation in the 
1980s, and that by 1999 the U.S. popu- 
lation would be reduced to 22.2 million. 
England, he said, would fare even worse, 
and would cease to exist by 2000! “Our 
position requires that we take immediate 
action at home and promote effective ac- 
tion worldwide,” Ehrlich insisted. “We 
must have population control at home, 
hopefully through a system of incentives 
and penalties, but by compulsion if vol- 
untary methods fail.... We can no longer 


afford merely to treat the symptoms of the 
cancer of population growth; the cancer 
itself must be cut out.” (Emphasis added.) 
“We might institute a system,” Ehrlich 
suggested, “whereby a temporary sterilant 
would be added to a staple food or to the 
water supply. An antidote would have to 
be taken to permit reproduction.” 

In 1969, Alan Guttmacher, president of 
Planned Parenthood, stated, “Each coun- 
try will have to decide its own form of 
coercion, determining when and how it 
should be employed.... The means pres- 
ently available are compulsory steriliza- 
tion and compulsory abortion.” 

In 1972, the globalists at the Club of 
Rome published The Limits to Growth, 
another influential overpopulation prop- 
aganda tract posing as science. Like Ehr- 
lich’s environmental jeremiad, its hyper- 
ventilating predictions of eco-doom have 
proven to be ridiculous. In 1991, the club 
published a book entitled The First Global 
Revolution, which concluded, “The real 
enemy then is humanity itself.” 

In 1974, the U.S. National Security 
Council completed a top-secret document 
entitled National Security Study Memo- 
randum 200 (NSSM-200). It is also known 
as The Kissinger Report, since Henry 
Kissinger was secretary of state at the 
time it was written. It is subtitled “Impli- 
cations of Worldwide Population Growth 


Crumbs for the world, caviar for the elite: Rockefeller Foundation President Dr. Rajiv Shah (a 
Young Global Leader of the World Economic Forum and member of the Council on Foreign Relations 
and Trilateral Commission) is helping lead the globalists’ “food security” food-control scam. 
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for U.S. Security and Overseas Interests.” 
It was declassified and made public in 
1990. Claiming a national-security inter- 
est in protecting the “political, economic, 
and social stability” of countries supplying 
the United States with strategic minerals, 
the Kissinger memo proposed using U.S. 
foreign aid to promote the legalization of 
abortion, increased sterilization and con- 
traception-use rates, and withholding di- 
saster and food aid unless population-con- 
trol programs are implemented. Although 
the U.S. government has issued hundreds 
of policy papers dealing with various as- 
pects of American national security since 
1974, The Kissinger Report continues to 
be the foundational document on U.S. 
government population control. It there- 
fore continues to represent official U.S. 
policy on government population control 
and, in fact, is still posted on the USAID 
website. 

In 1977, UC-Berkeley professor John 
Holdren authored Ecoscience, in which he 
announced, “Indeed, it has been concluded 
that compulsory population-control laws, 
even including laws requiring compulsory 
abortion, could be sustained under the ex- 
isting Constitution if the population crisis 
became sufficiently severe to endanger the 
society.” President Barack Obama made 
Holdren his “science czar.” 


In 1990, CNN founder Ted Turner 
founded the Turner Foundation, which 
continues to list as a goal “developing 
practices and policies to curb population 
growth rates.” In the mid-1990s he stated, 
“A total world population of 250-300 mil- 
lion people, a 95% decline from present 
levels, would be ideal.” 

In November 1991, famed underwa- 
ter explorer and television star Jacques 
Cousteau told The UNESCO Courier that 
“Overpopulation is our planet’s number 
one problem.” He continued, “It’s terrible 
to have to say this. World population must 
be stabilized and to do that we must elimi- 
nate 350,000 people per day. This is so 
horrible to contemplate that we shouldn’t 
even say it. But the general situation in 
which we are involved is lamentable.” 

In 1995, author/philosopher Sam 
Keen told the assembled prime minis- 
ters, presidents, legislators, celebrities, 
and scientists at the concluding plenary 
of the Gorbachev Foundation’s State of 
the World Forum in San Francisco of 
the consensus the forum had reached: 
“We must speak far more clearly about 
sexuality, about contraception, about 
abortion, about the values that control 
the population, because the ecological 
crisis, in short, is the population crisis. 
Cut the [world’s] population by 90 per- 


ms 


24 


Depopulation fanatics: Billionaire founder of CNN Ted Turner has called for a 


“total world 
population of 250-300 million people, a 95% decline from present levels,” and his United Nations 
Foundation has pledged $1 billion to UN causes, including population control. 
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cent and there aren’t enough people left 
to do a great deal of ecological damage.” 

On May 24, 2009, The Times of Lon- 
don reported that a secret meeting of the 
world’s leading billionaires had struck on 
a plan for curtailing world population. 
Entitled “Billionaire club in bid to curb 
overpopulation,” it told of a gathering 
in Manhattan that included some of the 
planet’s richest titans: Bill Gates, George 
Soros, Ted Turner, Oprah Winfrey, David 
Rockefeller, Warren Buffett, and Michael 
Bloomberg. The Times reported that, ac- 
cording to an attendee, “a consensus 
emerged that they would back a strategy 
in which population growth would be 
tackled as a potentially disastrous environ- 
mental, social and industrial threat.” “This 
is something so nightmarish that everyone 
in this group agreed it needs big-brain 
answers,” said the guest. “They need to 
be independent of government agencies, 
which are unable to head off the disaster 
we all see looming.” 

These “big-brain” people are not “in- 
dependent of government agencies”; they 
operate through (and to a degree control) 
government agencies. They do this not so 
much as individuals (except in the case 
of Bill Gates), but as foundation funders 
and leading members of globalist orga- 
nizations such as the Council on Foreign 
Relations and World Economic Forum. 
They support coercive population-control 
measures by USAID and the UN Popula- 
tion Fund, including Communist China’s 
brutal programs. 

In 2017, Bill Gates was inducted into 
the Chinese Academy of Engineering 
(CAE), a professional organization con- 
trolled by and subservient to the Chinese 
Communist Party. None of the members 
of this billionaire club have denounced 
Beijing’s genocide of the Tibetans or 
Uyghurs, its brutal repression of Hong 
Kong, or its horrific starvation lock- 
downs currently imposed on the people 
of Shanghai. In fact, these “philanthro- 
pists” and their CFR/Davos colleagues 
have continued to escalate their business 
deals with the Beijing butchers. Like 
their CCP comrades, when they talk of 
“food security” they really mean food 
control. And there should be little doubt 
that if they were to succeed in gaining 
control, they would be as merciless as 
Mao Tse-tung or Xi Jinping. 
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FOR AMBER WAVES OF GRAIN AND THE 
FRUITED PLAIN, THANK AMERICAS FARMERS 


by Rebecca Terrell 


mercial honoring American farmers. The pictorial trib- 

ute featured the distinctive voice of ABC News Radio 
broadcaster Paul Harvey, delivering a speech at the 1978 Future 
Farmers of America national convention. 

“And on the eighth day, God looked down on his planned 
paradise and said, ‘I need a caretaker.’ So God made a farmer.” 
Harvey described God creating someone with a tenacious work 
ethic and selfless perseverance — a person strong and tough, yet 
gentle and compassionate — close to his Creator, good to family, 
true to country — a unique sort who shows up and sticks around 
when times get hard. 

His sentiments recall the old cliché, “If you ate today, 
thank a farmer.” That is good advice, but extremely limited 
in scope. We could add: If you got dressed, or drove a car, 
or played sports, or walked your dog, or washed your hands 
with soap, thank a farmer. And that’s not the half of it. 

Most of the raw materials that make up items we use 
every day originate on a farm or ranch. There is cotton in 
your denim jeans, corn in your toothpaste, and soy in news- 
paper ink and children’s crayons. Your car tires and shoe 
soles include animal byproducts, as do many medicines, 
also made possible through (farmed) animal testing. You 
can credit tree farmers for houses, musical instruments, and 
even pencils and paper. Agriculture provides both the food 
you eat and the food your food eats. Without it, we’d be 
hungry, naked, and homeless, forced to subsist as nomadic 
hunter-gatherers. 

Farmers make life fun, too. “There’s wool inside our 
baseballs,” points out Rhonda Ross, founder of the educa- 
tion nonprofit Thank A Farmer (TAF), “and the material on 
the outside of the ball is cowhide.” Ross founded TAF to 
educate children about the importance of American farmers. 
Her book Fun Farm Facts to Fool Your Family, Friends 


R am Trucks hit a homerun in 2013 with a Superbowl com- 


Rebecca Terrell is a senior editor of The New American. 
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and Other Fine Folks traces the origin of many everyday items 
backwards, as she says, “from plate to pasture.” 

Ross brings the book to life with TAF Magic Shows at state 
and county fairs, where her tricks happen when kids in the audi- 
ence shout the magic words, “Thank a Farmer!” To the children’s 
delight she gives them pointers on how to “gross out mom,” tell- 
ing them lipstick is made from the fats of cows, sheep, and pigs. 
“The next time your mom puts on lipstick, you can tell her she 
looks just as pretty as a pig!” 

Ross, who comes from a farming family but grew up in Chicago, 
told The New American how TAF came about. She was visiting 
friends in Wisconsin when their children said that kids at school 
were making fun of them for dairy farming. They lived outside 
a major metropolitan area experiencing urban sprawl. Instead of 


thankafarmer.org 


Cultivating gratitude: Agricultural awareness group Thank A Farmer 
entertains children with fun facts that emphasize the importance of farmers 
and ranchers in everyday life. 
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adapting to their time-honored surround- 
ings, the newcomers shortsightedly de- 
manded that the county conform to their 
standards. 

“City folks had moved out to rural areas, 
got on boards, and passed a law that you 
couldn’t use heavy machinery on the roads 
before 8:00 a.m.,” Ross recalled. “These 
are dairy farmers who start their day at 
4:00,” but suddenly their work was getting 
in the way of morning commuters. People 
from the city wanted all the benefits of 
country life, but hypocritically insisted on 
clear roads. 

Ross realized the profound misun- 
derstanding behind such ingratitude, 
and knew it also explained the jeers her 
young friends were facing. “We have 
to grow a new generation that appreci- 
ates farmers,” she says. It’s an uphill 
battle, considering the negative mes- 
sages constantly bombarding children. 
Environmental and animal-rights groups 
have done a lot to undermine respect for 
agriculture by targeting youngsters with 
destructive ideas. Some erroneously say 
“you have to go back to farming like they 
did in the 1800s to be true to the land,” 
Ross observes. “We have to counter 
PETA [People for the Ethical Treatment 


Cake 
FAMILY 
FREEDOM 


* 


of Animals] to get them off the backs of 
livestock farmers.” 


Slippery Slope 

Northern California cattle rancher Deb- 
bie Bacigalupi agrees. “They want to go 
back to some point in history, and at the 
same time they’re using modern conve- 
niences” that exist thanks to contemporary 
farming. She gives the example that “it is 
impossible to be in modern society and 
to be vegan or vegetarian, because con- 
sumption doesn’t mean just eating. It also 
means using” goods made of animal prod- 
ucts. From fluids that lubricate vehicles to 
goose down that stuffs pillows and jacket 
linings, everyone uses animal commodi- 
ties on a daily basis. 

She bristles at the self-righteous hypoc- 
risy of environmental activists, whose ar- 
guments imply that farmers are bad guys 
who would destroy their surroundings for 
profit without coercive bureaucratic over- 
sight. “Anyone who owns something is 
more likely to take care of it,” she says, 
recalling what a fellow member of the 
coalition American Agri-Women pointed 
out: “If we were as bad as they say we are, 
we would have fired ourselves long ago.” 

Bacigalupi emphasizes the interdepen- 


Home on the range: The Mclrvin family 
has worked the Diamond M Ranch for six 
generations in Washington state. 
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dence among producers, manufacturers, 
and consumers. “We need each other,” and 
should appreciate each other’s plight rath- 
er than biting the hand that feeds. How- 
ever, in her industry, philosophical differ- 
ences have morphed into unconstitutional 
regulations that are “destroying private 
property rights.” For instance, populations 
of gray wolves have been climbing since 
California’s 2014 Endangered Species Act 
granted protection to the livestock preda- 
tors. “You can get a $100,000 fine and 
prison for even harassing a wolf. Mean- 
while the wolves are killing our cattle,” 
Bacigalupi laments. 

Regulators in her area are also trying 
to cut off farmers’ water use because of 
drought, but are simultaneously pushing 
a dam-destruction project so wild salmon 
can swim upstream. “We need to shut 
down agriculture for this?” she asks in- 
credulously. “These same fish are sold at 
Costco in Alaska for $4 a pound.” 

“We’re so overly-regulated, it makes it 
harder every year to raise food,” says Len 
Mclrvin of Diamond M Ranch in Wash- 
ington state. Like Bacigalupi, he faces stiff 
penalties for defending his herds against 
wolves, and regulators use salmon as a 
scapegoat to infringe on private land. “We 
have to maintain a wide buffer zone around 
streams so trees can be planted so the water 
stays cooler so fish can spawn,” he told 
The New American. The federal Clean Air 
Act imposes further onerous restrictions 
on normal agricultural activities. “Farm- 
ers are fined if they stir up too much dust” 
while driving, so they “have to use water 
trucks to dampen farm roads” even during 
drought when water can otherwise be re- 
stricted. 

Government-imposed water issues 
plague California’s San Joaquin Valley, 
where farmers produce most of the state’s 
commodities. Former U.S. Representa- 
tive Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) calls this area 
“the breadbasket of the solar system” and 
a “garden of Eden.” But his website also 
recounts the area’s water crisis “as a ‘man- 
made drought’ caused by government de- 
crees that force water to be dumped in the 
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True environmental custodian: California rancher and activist Debbie Bacigalupi advocates 
consumer education to dispel myths that demonize farmers and cripple them with regulations. 


ocean and wasted,” to supposedly protect a 
three-inch baitfish. 

Jim Shoemaker, a California business- 
man running for U.S. Congress, blames 
such bureaucratic mismanagement on a 
“storm drain mentality.” On his website he 
relates how farmers’ rain-water pools — 
which he calls “aquifer recharge ponds” 
— boost the underground water table, 
store surplus for dry seasons, preserve 
water quality, and even protect the fish 
that regulators purport to save. Yet bureau- 
crats, incredibly, characterize water-pond 
holding as “diversion” from runoff to the 
Pacific Ocean, to the detriment of farmers. 

Federal environmental legislation also 
contains a unique measure known as the 
citizen suit, “modelled after provisions in 
the civil rights acts” of 1964 and 1968, 
according to the University of Richmond 
Law Review. Any citizen can bring a law- 
suit to challenge what they consider to be 
violations of environmental regulations. 

Water rights provide a case in point. 
Since the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency identifies some farm ditches in 
the nation’s waterways, landowners are at 
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the mercy of both bureaucrats and radical 
activists. The California Farm Bureau’s 
AgAlert cites the example of John Duarte, 
forced in 2017 to pay a $1.1 million fine 
for federal wetlands violations because he 
plowed a wheat field on his property. 

Water is only one hook; the Clean 
Water, Clean Air, National Environmen- 
tal Protection, and Endangered Species 
Acts, among other regulations on wild- 
life and wetlands, encompass animal 
“rights,” vehicle standards, emission re- 
strictions, occupational issues, and much 
more. “Anyone can sue on behalf of a 
lizard or a lake,” Joe Mehrten, a rancher 
and pomegranate farmer in California’s 
Central Valley, told The New Ameri- 
can. As landowners get bogged down in 
lengthy litigation, lawyer fees, and po- 
tential penalties, bureaucratic agencies 
cooperate with environmental groups 
who bring charges, funneling “huge 
sums of money” to them in settlements, 
he said. Meanwhile, farmers who apply 
for federal permits to work their land 
face a complex and confusing labyrinth 
of environmental red tape. 


Youtube/ Debbie Bacigalupi 


True Colors 

Mehrten defends landowners as ideally 
suited to care for the environment, and 
posits that regulators have different ob- 
jectives. “The environmental movement 
is a socialist movement,” he said. “Look 
up the word ‘environment’ — it means ev- 
erything that surrounds you. It gives a new 
significance to the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency” and indicates exactly what 
regulators want to control. 

“This stupid behavior is deliberate,” 
Mehrten charged, and is being used to 
usher in shortages blamed on climate 
change and world politics. It’s a lesson we 
should have already learned, he says, quot- 
ing Bolshevik leader Leon Trotsky from 
his 1936 book The Revolution Betrayed: 
“The basis of bureaucratic rule is the pov- 
erty of society in objects of consumption.” 
The communist official admitted, “Such is 
the starting point of the power of the So- 
viet Bureaucracy. It ‘knows’ who is to get 
something and who has to wait.” 

Mehrten warns of the outcome of his- 
toric parallels. “It’s an imitation of the 
food crisis in Ukraine in the 1930s,” he 
notes. That famine, known as the Holodo- 
mor, or “death by starvation,” resulted 
when Stalin collectivized the farms of 
independent landowners and confiscated 
their crops. Historians estimate some four 
million to 10 million Ukrainians perished 
in 1932 and 1933. 

Similarly, today’s “food shortages are 
artificial,” agrees Mclrvin. “It’s regulations 
that make it hard to farm.” He points to the 
example of “mom-and-pops” in meat pack- 
ing forced to close their doors because of 
bureaucratic regulations. “Now we have a 
captive supply with 85 to 90 percent of cat- 
tle going through only three or four major 
meat packers in this country.” 

“The high prices you’re seeing on meat 
in the grocery stores — the cattlemen 
aren’t getting those profits. The meat pack- 
ers are,” explains MclIrvin. “They charge 
what they want.” In response to this price 
gouging, instead of removing restrictions 
that suppress smaller competitors, the 
Biden administration announced last De- 
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cember more than $1 billion in subsidies 
to “ensure American families, farmers and 
ranchers get a fairer shake.” 

What is more likely is the same result 
of past federal agricultural assistance pro- 
grams, which have presaged expansion of 
Big Ag to the detriment of small farmers, 
consumers, and taxpayers alike. “The fed- 
eral government has fixed the game for 
decades, siphoning billions of dollars out 
of the wallets of taxpayers and into the ac- 
counts of multi-million acre mega farms,” 
wrote The New Americans Joe Wolverton 
of Trump’s $16 billion farm bailout in 2019. 
“This con is carried on by one administra- 
tion after the other, without regard to party 
affiliation.” 

Mclrvin views such federal subsidies and 
expanding regulations as setting the stage 
for a perfect storm of catastrophic food 
crisis. Agriculture is hit from all angles; 
he points to the fact that most states have 
phased in overtime pay requirements for 
farm workers to coincide with the federal 
Fair Labor Standards Act. Farmers have 
long relied on exceptions to the arbitrary 
guidelines due to seasonal ebbs and flows 
inherent in their industry. Additionally, Mc- 


Cash 
FAMILY 
FREEDOM 


* 


Irvin says, the price of livestock feed is un- 
precedented. But he expects that “fuel will 
be the straw that tips the scales,” predicting 
a rapid rise in costs up to 100 percent over 
those just a few years ago. He believes “that 
might do more than anything else leading to 
food shortage.” 


Happy Ending 
The answer? “Free enterprise has always 
been the solution,” McIrvin says. Baciga- 
lupi agrees, adding, “We also need educa- 
tion” that teaches people how much they 
need agriculture, how important farmers 
are to true environmental stewardship, and 
how dangerous misguided bureaucrats and 
radical activists are to food security. 
“Agriculture is science,” notes Ross, and 
should be appreciated rather than despised. 
It answers the challenge of how to feed 
a growing population with less land and 
more efficient crop yields. Ross points to 
Norman Borlaug, an American agronomist 
credited with saving millions of people in 
third-world nations from starvation in the 
mid-20th century through developing high- 
yield, disease-resistant wheat. His work 
earned him the 1970 Nobel Peace Prize, 


Passing the baton: Family farms have formed the bedrock of American agriculture, allowing 
wisdom and experience to pass the ethics and science of farming to future generations. 
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the 1977 Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
and a Congressional Gold Medal in 2006. 
It also gained him the now-ironic accolade 
“Father of the Green Revolution,” despite 
stiff criticism from the environmental lobby 
for raising third-world economies above 
subsistence farming and contributing to a 
population explosion. In a post about “en- 
vironmentalists’ role in exacerbating food 
shortages” in 2008, New York Times sci- 
ence columnist John Tierney quoted Bor- 
laug’s answer to his critics: “Many of them 
are elitists. They’ve never experienced the 
physical sensation of hunger. They do their 
lobbying from comfortable office suites in 
Washington or Brussels. If they lived one 
month amid the misery of the developing 
world, as I have for fifty years, they’d be 
crying out for tractors and fertilizer and irri- 
gation canals and be outraged that fashion- 
able elitists back home were trying to deny 
them these things.” 

Here we see in stark contrast the dia- 
metrically opposed goals of agriculturists 
and eco-radicals. Farmers promote life and 
prosperity, not only in growing and rais- 
ing, says Bacigalupi, but even in attracting 
pests and predators. Their farms are natu- 
ral carbon sinks, and fields grazed by their 
livestock deter wildfires. They cultivate a 
strong and honest work ethic in their fami- 
lies, adds Ross, and partner daily with God 
in growing and raising, and in witnessing 
life and death on the farm. 

“T believe it’s agriculture that makes us 
strong” as a nation, says Ross. She high- 
lights the unique diversity of the United 
States, which makes self-sufficiency pos- 
sible. So the next time you sit down to 
enjoy Idaho potatoes, or New England 
clam chowder, or Washington apples, 
or Virginia ham, or Hawaiian pizza, or 
Georgia peaches, or baked Alaska, or 
Maryland crab cakes, or Texas toast, or 
Carolina barbecue, or Maine lobster, or 
California rolls, or Mississippi mud pie, 
or Boston baked beans, or Omaha steaks, 
or Florida citrus, or Louisiana hot sauce, 
or even Kentucky Fried Chicken, take a 
moment to thank God for our farmers. 
They grew this country strong, from sea 
to shining sea. Mi 
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ECONOMICS 


Already Excessive, Taxing & Spending 
Threaten to Go Over the Top 


If prosperity is the goal, government spending must be reduced. Biden and “progressive” 
Democrats would move us more quickly in the opposite direction — toward serfdom. 


Devastating agenda: The president's latest budget pushes for $73 trillion in spending over 10 
years, $58 trillion in taxes, and $16 trillion in public debt. If passed, Biden’s proposal would drag 
down the nation’s economy with the highest sustained tax burden in American history. 


by William P. Hoar 


especially in recent years, but there’s 

one label that doesn’t fit: He is not a 
cheap politician. Not by a long shot, even 
one launched by a Javelin missile. After 
all, the president and his intemperate 
White House team have, after giving it a 
great deal of consideration, come up with 
a plan to spend a dumbfounding $73 tril- 
lion over the next decade. Of course, this 
money isn’t to be ripped from his pocket: 
It belongs to the taxpayers who earn it. 
But it is an impressive 66-percent increase 
over the previous 10 years. 


Js Biden has been called many things, 


William P. Hoar is a longtime writer for The New 


American and its predecessor magazines. 
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Highway robbery takes place in a more 
genteel fashion these days: A goodly chunk 
of it occurs by siccing teams of pillaging 
bureaucratic taxmen on the populace, now 
set to be filched to the tune of $58 trillion 
— representing an 80-percent increase in 
taxation over the previous decade. This 
doesn’t count the time sucked up: Ameri- 
cans spent an estimated 6.5 billion hours 
this year trying to file their taxes. 

But even all that ransacking doesn’t 
cover the total price tag for these un- 
bounded spending notions. Thus, we and 
our children and grandchildren are in line 
to get stuck with $16 trillion in new public 
debt, thanks to the $1 trillion-plus deficits 
devised annually for the next 10 years. 

Welcome to the president’s Fiscal Year 
2023 budget. 


Meanwhile, when some bold, over- 
burdened citizens complain about result- 
ing skyrocketing prices, the Biden team 
produces not admissions or answers, but 
scapegoats — such as blaming (among 
others) “pandemic profiteers” and the 
“greed of meat conglomerates.” 


Pharaoh Only Demanded 20 Percent 
There have been gripes — over the years 
and around the globe — for as long as 
there have been taxes. Yet many big gov- 
ernment promoters still appear to believe 
that the world revolves around taxes. 

The size and nature of these levies 
have differed. While it involves impre- 
cise comparisons when discussing differ- 
ent cultures, techniques, and eras, this can 
nonetheless be enlightening. People of 
ancient Egypt, for instance, paid taxes in 
the form of labor or grain that was stored 
by the pharaoh — who was considered a 
god. Modern U.S. progressives do seem 
to worship the state, but (at least accord- 
ing to recent polls) apparently not the guy 
currently in the Oval Office. 

Meanwhile, some of us do recall that 
American independence — more honored 
these days in the breach than in obser- 
vance — was born of a tax revolt. 

Here’s a bit of background from a re- 
markable and thorough source, the His- 
tory of Taxation and Expenditure in the 
Western World, written by Carolyn Web- 
ber and Aaron Wildavsky, and published 
in 1986. The 734-page, heavily footnoted 
tome notes that the basic tax in the ancient 
world (apart from labor service) was an 
assessment of “a fixed proportion of agri- 
cultural produce.” As the authors declare: 
“Rates were high.” As examples, they cite: 


According to the Bible, Egyptian 
peasants paid the pharaoh one-fifth 
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of the produce of the land. Kings of 
Mauryan India claimed one-fourth 
of each crop. Percentages were [usu- 
ally] lower in Mesopotamia; the gov- 
ernment took one-tenth of the har- 
vest and the natural increase of each 
herd.... During the Chou Dynasty in 
China, there was regional discrimina- 
tion ... [with those living in or near 
the capital paying one-twentieth of 
the produce], while in distant prov- 
inces feudal vassals were obliged to 
collect from one-fifth to one-fourth 
of the district’s produce for the cen- 
tral government. 


Those are indeed elevated rates. 

Let’s jump to more recent days. While 
President Trump and Republicans in Con- 
gress lowered the top income-tax rate for 
five of the seven tax brackets, the Demo- 
crats are now going in the other direction. 
Biden intends to allow the 2017 Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act to expire. Not surprisingly, 
the Democrats are also dissembling about 
what the reductions really meant. IRS 
data, however, do show that those cuts 
reduced the average effective income-tax 
rates for taxpayers in every bracket. In- 
deed, the largest reductions in rates were 
experienced by lower- and middle-income 
households. 

For his part, Biden has proposed rais- 
ing the top (marginal) tax bracket from 
37 percent to 39.6 percent. That’s just one 
of the punishments the pharaoh — oops, 
the president — has dreamed up for his 
subjects. In the new Biden budget (as has 
been noted by the Republicans and others) 
there are 36 hikes totaling $2.5 trillion in 
new or increased taxes. In addition, the 
“inflation tax” already slapped American 
families with an additional $3,500 in 2021 
and is expected to cost those families an 
extra $5,200 this year. (Such charges put 
the lie to Biden’s repeated promises that 
“Nobody making less than $400,000 a 
year will pay a penny more in federal 
taxes.” Shareholders will, as will every 
person hit by Bidenflation.) 

If his plans are enacted, the United 
States would be stuck with the highest (or 
near-highest) tax rates in the developed 
world. That’s not a partisan talking point; 
it comes from an analysis by the nonpar- 
tisan Tax Foundation. Its analysis, as re- 
ported by The Wall Street Journal, 
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compares top tax rates across 37 
members of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment. The review looks at each coun- 
try’s federal and regional taxes on in- 
dividual and corporate income, plus 
capital gains. Mr. Biden’s proposals 
would vault the U.S. into first place 
in all three categories, if he combined 
his budget with the Build Back Bet- 
ter Act he and Democrats would still 
like to pass. 

The biggest jump is in taxes on 
capital gains, as the top combined 
rate would rise to 48.9% from 29.2% 
today. That’s a 67% increase in the 
government’s take on long-term cap- 
ital investments. The new top rate 
would be more than 2.5 times the 
OECD average of 18.9%. 


Yes, as the Journal’s editors put it wag- 


gishly, there is nothing “like reducing 
the U.S. return on capital to get people to 
invest elsewhere.” When state corporate 
taxes are included, the resultant U.S. cor- 
porate rate would reach 32 percent, well 
beyond the 25 percent rate of Communist 
China. 

There’s not enough room here to give 
justice to all the damage that would be 
inflicted by this passel of new and/or in- 
creased taxes, including the imposition of 
11 new tax hikes on American energy pro- 
ducers (resulting in more than $45 billion 
in new taxes). Others are aimed at indi- 
viduals. Naturally, the Biden administra- 
tion claims that higher rates will only hit 
the tiber-rich. That’s an old game. 

Keep in mind that the U.S. Constitu- 
tion of 1787 barred a federal income tax. 
Much later, when the income tax of 1913 
took effect — a sad story in itself — the 
top rate of seven percent was supposedly 


While President Trump and Republicans in Congress lowered 
the top income-tax rate for five of the seven tax brackets, the 
Democrats are now going in the other direction. Biden intends 
to allow the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act to expire. 
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Another tax: Inflation, or the expansion of the supply of money, leads to a devaluation of the 


currency. Money buys less, with workers becoming poorer even though they are getting paid 
“more.” In this way, inflation is indeed a hidden tax. 
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only going to affect those making more 
than $500,000 (about $14.5 million in 
today’s dollars). Sure — and a political 
promise today means more taxes tomor- 
row. Similarly, we were reassured that 
the Alternative Minimum Tax (created in 
1969 as a flat 10 percent) would only hit 
the very rich; somehow, it wound up ap- 
plying to tens of millions of middle-class 
Americans. 

Also note that the wished-for Biden 
“billionaire minimum income tax” is not 
limited, as The Wall Street Journal has put 
it, to “billionaires and applies to more than 
income.” The president is really pushing a 
new tax on wealth (a threatened progres- 
sive weapon that the “moderate” candidate 
Biden declined to endorse when running 
for office in 2020). This part of his budget 
plan, which should properly be considered 
unconstitutional, is a tax on the property 
and businesses of Americans. It would 
actually tax some for their “unrealized” 
capital gains — requiring those hit to pay 
taxes on property that increased in value 
even if they did not sell it. 

This budget plan, as has been pointed 
out by Grover Norquist, president of 
Americans for Tax Reform, with its $2.5 


trillion of tax increases, “exposes just how 
out-of-touch the administration is. Ameri- 
cans are being slugged with surging infla- 
tion, low wages, and out-of-control energy 
costs. Biden’s proposals would only make 
these problems worse.” 


Scheming to Spend $73 Trillion 
In Washington, one often hears inter- 
locked inanities about how we can tax and 
spend ourselves into prosperity. After all, 
we have Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer insisting that (as he said in 
April), “If you want to get rid of inflation, 
the only way to do it is to undo a lot of the 
Trump tax cuts and raise rates.” 
Meanwhile, the top Democrat in the 
House — Speaker Nancy Pelosi — has 
tried to make the case that that 10-year, $3 
trillion spending plan is just the thing the 
country needs so we can reduce inflation. 
Oh, yes, and she also seems to believe that 
low unemployment causes high inflation. 
Yet no one (no sane person, that is) can 
make a reasonable case that Congress and 
the White House have not been spending 
enough of our money, regardless of the 
reason. Here’s a snippet from the Senate 
Economic Committee in October of 2021: 


Toxic taxing and spending schemes: The plans of Democratic leaders in Congress are 
destructive — with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi maintaining that more trillions in spending will 
reduce inflation, and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer claiming that “to get rid of inflation, 
the only way to do it is to undo a lot of the Trump tax cuts and raise rates.” 
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Since the pandemic began, Con- 
gress has authorized $6 trillion in 
new spending as part of the Ameri- 
can Rescue Plan, the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, and other legislation. 
The Federal Reserve has simulta- 
neously purchased over $4 trillion 
of new assets to inject capital and 
liquidity into the market. In turn, 
federal debt rose substantially and 
is currently equal to the size of the 
economy, standing at almost 100 per- 
cent of GDP. 


Was all this spending wise? Of course not. 
Needed? Hardly. 

Consider what we paid for while au- 
thorities were largely shutting down the 
nation economically. Some of these ex- 
penditures were itemized in early April 
by columnist Kimberley Strassel. They 
included outlays, supposedly aimed at 
Covid, of $6.6 trillion in fiscal 2020 and 
an additional $6.8 trillion in fiscal 2021. 
Then, about a year ago, as she noted, 
“Democrats waved through a sixth Covid 
relief bill, President Biden’s massive $1.9 
trillion American Rescue Plan — enough 
money to buy every Covid vaccine, ven- 
tilator, and hospital chain on the planet. 
Only this week, the White House put out 
a $5.8 trillion 2023 budget proposal. Yet 
the administration insists that without 
$22.5 billion in emergency dollars now, 
we again face Covid apocalypse.” 

Where, asked Strassel rhetorically, did 
all of that money go? Her answer: 


Everywhere but to Covid. The Rescue 
Plan handed $350 billion in “relief” 
money to the states, and the Associ- 
ated Press recently described its uses. 
Some $140 million is going to a high- 
end hotel in Broward County, Fla. 
Colorado Springs, Colo., is dumping 
$6.6 million into golf-course irriga- 
tion systems. An Iowa county is using 
$2 million to purchase a privately 
owned ski area. Massachusetts is la- 
dling $5 million to cover the debts of 
the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for 
the U.S. Senate. 


Little wonder that the Democrats have been 
(as we write) doing their best not to speci- 
fy (in sufficient detail) how its past Covid 
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“Free” money: The federal government sent out various “stimulus” checks to help people 
survive the government-imposed Covid lockdowns. According to Biden, increased taxes on the 
rich will pay for even more stimulus checks for average Americans. 


“relief” spending was disbursed. Even the 
general outlines are not reassuring. 

The $1.9 trillion expenditure of Dem- 
ocrat-approved “virus relief,” according 
to The Wall Street Journal, largely went 
“to transfer payments, including child tax 
credits, enhanced unemployment ben- 
efits and stimulus checks. About a quar- 
ter subsidized state and local budgets and 
schools. Democrats appropriated a mere 
$80 billion for public health, only $16 bil- 
lion of which was available for vaccines 
and therapies.” 

Beyond “Covid” spending, rest as- 
sured that the latest Biden budget has 
plenty of new extraneous expenses in 
mind. For instance, billions of dollars 
in climate-related spending is projected, 
including billions for “investments” 
supposedly intended to “advance equity 
and equality globally.” The Office of 
Management and Budget has compiled 
a 156-page summary of such “climate” 
spending, much dreamed up in the name 
of “environmental justice.” About $1.45 
billion in “environmental justice ef- 
forts,” will supposedly “advance racial 
equity.” 

Washington, especially today’s Demo- 
crat-led government, doesn’t solve prob- 
lems, it subsidizes them. Consider that 
“environmental” money dump as an ex- 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


ample. Under the new Biden proposal, the 
Environmental Protection Agency budget 
will be “boosted to $11.9 billion, a rise 
of 29 percent from the enacted level for 
2021. Biden seeks to enlarge EPA’s staff 
by 1,900 full-time equivalents, reversing 
a trend of staffing reductions under the 
Trump administration,” according to Na- 
than Worcester in The Epoch Times. He 
has more in this regard: 


More than $18 billion would go to 
climate resilience and adaptation, a 
major winner in the recently passed 
omnibus legislation.... 

The budget would also provide 
$47 million in environmental justice- 
related funding to the Department of 
Energy and $1.4 million to establish a 
new Office of Environmental Justice 
within the Department of Justice. 

Biden’s budget would also devote 
$11 billion to international climate 
finance, including $1.6 billion for a 
Green Climate Fund, a program said 
to fund climate adaptation and miti- 
gation in the developing world. 

Equity is a dominant theme both in 
the climate-related funding and else- 
where in the spending proposal. 


There are, per the Epoch Times account, 


AP Images 


at least 75 instances in which the proposal 
summary “uses the word ‘equity,’ or close 
variations thereof.” 

We’ll take an educated guess: The 
(more accurate) words “boondoggle” and 
“flimflam” don’t appear at all. 

The Biden budget reminds us of the 
one fixed rule in government: The less 
it is worth, the more it costs. And we do 
mean cost. 

The GOP leader on the House Bud- 
get Committee, Missouri Representative 
Jason Smith, commenting on the Biden 
FY23 budget, said (paraphrasing a bit) 
that it would: 
¢ fuel the nation’s inflation crisis, with 
the highest sustained level of government 
spending in American history — a $7.3 
trillion yearly average; 

* serve as a drag on America’s economy, 
with the highest sustained tax burden in 
American history — including $2.5 tril- 
lion in new taxes, rising up to $4 trillion 
when including hidden taxes from the 
Build Back Better bill; and 

¢ magnify the country’s debt crisis, with 
the highest sustained level of deficits in 
American history — leading to $1.1 tril- 
lion yearly debt interest payments by 
2032, asum 1.5 times what we will spend 
on Medicare this year. 

Alternatively viewed, according to 
Budget Committee calculations, such debt 
interest payments would be 11 times that 
of veterans’ healthcare spending this year. 
Or, dramatically, debt interest payments 
would be 1.4 times the entire defense bud- 
get this year. 

It wasn’t that long ago that Joe Biden 
could be found as a headliner at traditional 
Democratic “Jefferson-Jackson”’ dinners, 
fundraising events so titled to honor those 
American leaders. Nowadays, however, 
political wokeness has forced those very 
historic names to be dropped into the 
memory hole. 

And Biden and Democrats in general 
have also discarded Thomas Jefferson’s 
warning about spending and resultant gov- 
ernment debt. Writing in retirement, in a 
letter to his friend and fellow Virginian 
John Taylor, Jefferson observed that “the 
principle of spending money to be paid by 
posterity, under the name of funding, is but 
swindling futurity on a large scale.” 

Or, in Joe Biden’s somewhat less moti- 
vating words: “C’mon man.” 
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Sophomores to the Rescue 


When a teenage driver crashed into a pond 
in Bixby, Oklahoma, on May 2, a pair of 
high-school sophomores immediately 
sprang into action to rescue her from the 
water. 

Catie Copenhaver, 16, was driving when 
a medical episode reportedly caused her to 
veer across four lanes and drive straight 
into a pond, KOTV reported. 

A pair of football and lacrosse play- 
ers, Joey Toma and Brody Duffel, had 
just finished football practice and were 
headed home when they witnessed the 
scene. Duffel immediately pulled over and 
began removing his clothes, Toma recalled 
to KOTV, and told Toma he was going into 
the water to rescue the driver. 

While Toma called 911, Duffel and an- 
other bystander jumped into the pond. 

“T was able to pull that door open and, 
luckily, before too much water pressure 
got on it, so I pulled the door open and 
she kind of fell out of the car and into the 
other guy, and we were able to pull her up 
and get her up on the bank,” said Duffel. 

Fortunately, Copenhaver did not suffer 
serious injury. 

The boys later used social media to find 
the driver, whom they discovered to be a 
junior at Victory Christian School. The 
teens later met up, and KOTV’s video of 
their reunion showed Copenhaver present- 
ing the boys with cards before hugging 
them and thanking them for their heroic 
actions. 

“You could have just watched my car 
go and just been like, ‘Oh, that sucks,’ but 
you acted, and that’s what’s really spe- 
cial,” Catie told her rescuers. 

Duffel and Toma were honored for their 
efforts at Bixby Public Schools’ Board of 
Education meeting on May 9. 


“Tiny Hugs” 
Georgia teen Bryn Hammock made it her 
mission to create weighted gloves, which 
she dubbed “Tiny Hugs,” for newborns in 
intensive-care units at her local hospitals. 
During the pandemic, Hammock 
learned that parents were restricted to 
just two hours daily with their newborns 
in NICUs because of Covid restrictions. 
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Saddened by this, Hammock spoke with 
her grandmother, Deanna Simmons, a 
pediatric nurse, who told her about bead- 
filled gloves used to comfort newborns in 
NICUs, and a mission was born. 

“IT heard they were alone in the hos- 
pital,” she told People, “and I was like, 
‘wow, they really need this,’” referring to 
the bead-filled gloves. 

“[The weighted glove] basically is like 
a weighted blanket for the babies in the 
NICU,” she explained to 11Alive. “It feels 
like they have a hand on them when their 
parents can’t be there with them.” 

In order to fulfill her mission, Hammock 
had to learn to use a sewing machine, and 
with the help of Simmons, she mastered it. 

“T could sew by hand, but I had never 
sewn with a machine before,” Hammock 
told 11Alive. 

Hammock’s initial plan was to make 30 
“Tiny Hugs,” but after creating an instruc- 
tional video on how to make them and re- 
cruiting 18 volunteers, 140 “Tiny Hugs” 
were manufactured. 

Hammock and her mother, Kelly, deliv- 
ered the weighted gloves to seven Geor- 
gia hospitals, earning Hammock not only 
a Gold Award from her Girl Scout Troop, 
but also letters of gratitude from apprecia- 
tive hospital staff, People reported. 

“The Tiny Hugs you sent us have been 
greatly used and appreciated by our little 
ones and staff. Your efforts have warmed 
a lot of hearts around the TICU, and the 
world is a better place with people like you 
in it,” wrote Technical Intensive Care Unit 
nurse Trisha Whitley of Children’s Health- 
care of Atlanta. 

Families have also reached out to Ham- 
mock to express their thanks for the “Tiny 
Hugs,” 11 Alive reported May 5S. 


“Something Told Me To” 


Maria Balboa, 19, a Texas A&M Univer- 
sity student, was working her shift as a 
bagger at an H-E-B grocery story in An- 
naville, Texas, on March 28 when an older 
woman and two children came through the 
checkout line. When it became clear the 
woman could not pay $137 of her grocery 
bill, Balboa felt compelled to pay for the 
groceries herself. 


Balboa told The Epoch Times the 
woman was prepared to pay for her gro- 
ceries using a SNAP food stamp card, but 
learned that there was only $19 left on it. 
The woman was shocked and upset, and 
said she would have to put back most of 
the items except what she needed for din- 
ner that evening. 

It was then that Balboa asked the ca- 
shier what the remaining balance for the 
groceries was. Upon learning the out- 
standing sum was $137, she immediately 
offered to pay the difference. 

Initially, the woman was reluctant to 
accept Balboa’s assistance, but Balboa 
insisted, and the woman ultimately went 
home with all of the groceries. 

Days later, Balboa was called into her 
supervisor’s office. The woman Balboa 
helped had submitted a survey to the store 
about Balboa, praising her kindness. She 
also took the opportunity to explain her 
situation. Her story moved Balboa and her 
managers to tears. 

“She explained that she had taken in 
her two grandkids when they were left by 
their mother,” Maria said. “This was why 
money had been tight for her, and she had 
to take a lower-paying job so they would 
not go into the foster care system. She 
thanked me for my kindness that day, be- 
cause it really helped her out.” 

The grandmother wrote, “God put this 
young lady at [the] bagging area for us.” 

The managers were moved by Maria’s 
kindness and insisted on reimbursing her 
for what she spent. They later gifted her 
with a basket to show their appreciation 
for her commitment to the customers. 

Balboa had every intention of keeping 
her kind deed to herself, but the wonder- 
ful response that she received from the 
woman she helped and from her supervi- 
sors prompted her to share the story in the 
hopes of inspiring others. 

“Hearing her words made me realize 
that it’s small things like paying for gro- 
ceries that can help people out in ways 
you don’t even know,” Balboa wrote in a 
Facebook post detailing the story and the 
survey. “And with that being said: always 
be kind and do a good deed for someone 
when you can.” 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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TERROR 
BY STARVATION 


From Russia to China to Ethiopia, tyrants have used planned famine 
as the ultimate weapon to force compliance. 


Famine by design: The practice of deliberate starvation as a tool of war and oppression was fine- 
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tuned by communists in the 20th century. Here, starving children line up to receive bread rations 


in Russia, 1919. 


by Charles Scaliger 


s the world watches aghast, gov- 
Asm lockdowns reflecting the 

Chinese Communist Party’s “zero 
Covid policy” have left nearly 400 million 
Chinese immured within their houses and 
apartments, struggling to survive without 
food, water, medicine, and other essen- 
tials. Shanghai, one of the world’s larg- 
est and most prosperous cities, has been 
reduced to a pitiful state, with hundreds, 
and possibly thousands, of people dying 
from lack of medicine, food, and clean 
drinking water, and some even taking their 
own lives to escape the horrors of starva- 
tion within their own apartments. Thou- 
sands of trucks bearing food deliveries 
from outside Shanghai have been blocked 
from entering the city, and their cargoes of 
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vegetables, fruit, and other essentials have 
been deliberately destroyed by authorities 
or left to rot on loading docks. Meanwhile, 
farmers in one of China’s most important 
agricultural regions, Jilin Province, have 
been blocked from planting crops because 
of province-wide lockdowns extending to 
the most rural villages, leading to fears of 
widespread famine later this year. 

All of this madness is being perpetrat- 
ed, supposedly, in the name of eradicating 
the highly contagious omicron variant of 
Covid-19; yet many in Shanghai are be- 
ginning to suspect a more sinister motive 
for the horrors to which they are being 
subjected — namely, that the Shanghai 
lockdown and engineered food shortage 
is being inflicted in order to punish the 
city and its wealthy, cosmopolitan popu- 
lation long known for bucking Beijing 


and its fanatical CCP cadres. The im- 
mense wealth concentrated in Shanghai 
certainly poses a significant challenge to 
the authority of China’s increasingly to- 
talitarian dictator, Xi Jinping. The great 
lockdown of 2022 is looking more and 
more like an excuse to quell potential re- 
sistance from Shanghai and its pro-cap- 
italist elites; only time will tell how far 
the Xi regime is willing to press to bring 
Shanghai under the CCP thumb. 

Such a scenario might seem prepos- 
terous in the 21st century, in one of the 
world’s largest and most advanced cities. 
Yet the past 100 years have seen numerous 
examples of man-made famine, of starva- 
tion arising from the fanatical implementa- 
tion of socialist and communist principles, 
and even of engineered mass starvation 
used as a cynical tool of repression. 


The Soviet Union 

The first modern communist state, the 
Soviet Union, began experiencing wide- 
spread famine almost immediately, across 
huge swaths of territory and among tens 
of millions of people. As the inheritors 
of the vast multiethnic Russian Empire, 
the Soviet Bolsheviks saw their earliest 
efforts at collectivization resisted stiffly 
by both farmers and herdsmen alike, 
from the sturdy farming villages in the 
fertile regions of the Ukraine and west- 
ern Russia to the nomadic herdsmen of 
central Asia. During the first couple of 
years after the Bolshevik Revolution, the 
fledgling Soviet Union was convulsed 
by a multi-sided civil war, with Bolshe- 
viks squaring off against anti-communist 
Whites, against anarchists, and against 
various secessionist factions, leading to 
wide-scale dislocation, slaughter, and 
some wartime famine. But the real hard- 
ship began as the Bolsheviks vanquished 
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their various adversaries, con- 
solidated power, and began im- 
plementing a communist politi- 
cal and social program that was 
as vindictive as it was radical. 

The first to bear the brunt of 
the Soviet Communist regime’s 
wrath were the Kazakhs and 
Turkmen of the steppes, who 
resisted collectivization of their 
precious herds from the start. In 
response, the Soviets instituted 
the policy known as prodraz- 
vyorstka, whereby agricultural 
products such as flocks and 
grains were confiscated at gun- 
point and a very low fixed rate 
was paid for them to luckless 
farmers and herdsmen. The pol- 
icy quickly led to food scarcity 
and then to starvation on an epic 
scale all across the vast region 
now comprised of the indepen- 
dent countries of Kazakhstan 
and Turkmenistan; as early as 
1919, roughly one-half of all 
the people in the region were 
starving. By 1922, as many as 
750,000 people had starved to 
death. 

Having learned how to apply 


Predator-in-chief: The unspeakably monstrous 
as 10 million Ukrainians to death, and millions of other hapless Soviet 
subjects, in order to sate his unappeasable lust for power. 
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Stalin starved as many 


proliferated on such an im- 
mense scale that existing 
social services were unable 
to deal with the crisis. 

At the same time that 
this pogrom by starvation 
was desolating Tatarstan 
(1921-1922), Russia itself 
descended into a more gen- 
eral famine, as the vindic- 
tive agents of prodrazvyor- 
stka — the dreaded Cheka 
in particular — began bear- 
ing down on refractory ele- 
ments among the Russian 
farmers and peasants. The 
great Russian famine of 
1921-1922 appears in hind- 
sight to be a consequence 
of equal parts malevolent 
intent and collectivist in- 
competence. As historian 
Andrea Graziosi wrote: 


In the crisis thus pro- 
voked ... the plan 
transformed itself into 
something else; that 
is, into a tool by which 
the state and its lead- 
ers (often meaning the 


the grim science of social engi- 
neering by starvation, the Soviets 
proceeded to unleash it on their most re- 
bellious region, the Tatar Autonomous So- 
viet Socialist Republic north of the Black 
Sea, homeland of the Tatars and also many 
ethnic Germans. The Tatars, a Mongolic 
people descended from the original Mon- 
gol invaders from the time of Genghis 
Khan and his successors, were despised 
by the Russian Soviets for their indepen- 
dent spirit, and targeted for special treat- 
ment by deploying prodrazvyorstka anew. 
The policy was designed to “level” the 
incomes of prosperous farmers and other 
agriculturalists, and quickly led to starva- 


tion on an epic scale, especially among 
the detested “bourgeois”-leaning Crimean 
Tatars, the ethnic minority that probably 
suffered proportionately the worst of all 
Soviet peoples during the first decade or 
so of Soviet rule. What became known as 
the “terror-famine” led to as many as two 
million deaths among the Tatars, or up to 
10 percent of their entire population, a 
shockingly thorough genocide seldom ex- 
ceeded, percentage-wise, anywhere else in 
the world during the entire blood-soaked 
20th century. Villages and entire regions 
were left mostly desolate, and orphans 


Too often discussions of 20th-century genocide are confined to 
the gas chambers, gulags, and firing squads. But there was an 
agent more lethal than any of these; the terrifying effigy of mass 
starvation, deliberately contrived by some of the most evil men 
ever to walk the face of this fallen Earth. 
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despots at the helm) 
imposed their will and 
priorities on the country and deter- 
mined distribution amid the condi- 
tions of extreme scarcity they had 
created. The economic balance was 
formally preserved, but because real 
revenues could not meet expendi- 
tures, the latter were “hierarchized.” 
The expenditures that were least im- 
portant for the state did not receive 
real resources, and thus remained 
only on paper. Defense, steel mills, 
and big cities continued to receive at 
least something, and villages, pro- 
vincial centers, textile mills, pension 
funds, marginal regions, and so on 
were left with close to nothing. 


Whatever the particulars of its develop- 
ment, the mass starvation killed at least 
five million people in western Russia 
and eastern Ukraine, and subjected the 
survivors to unimaginable horrors, in- 
cluding cannibalism. One Soviet police 
report frankly acknowledged that starv- 
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ing peasants were “digging up bodies in 
order to eat them.” An appalled delegate 
from the International Red Cross, part of 
an international response to the crisis, re- 
ported that babies at a nursery in Odessa 
had “gouged their heels down to the bone, 
kicking against their rough blankets while 
screaming for food.” 

By the end of 1922, the worst of the 
first wave of Soviet famines had abated, 
leaving a cowed and diminished popu- 
lace in its wake all across Soviet territo- 
ries. The Communists, under their leader 
Lenin, lost little ttme showing their own 
people, and the world at large, the lengths 
to which they were willing to go to bring 
about their collectivist Utopia. Little did 
the world suspect that the horrors of those 
early years of Soviet communism were 
just the beginning. 

In 1924, Vladimir Lenin died after sev- 
eral years of seriously declining health. 
Mostly an invalid from 1922 onward, 
Lenin allowed his most ruthless hench- 
man, Joseph Stalin, to begin assuming 
control of the machinery of power. By the 
end of the decade, having eliminated all 
serious rivals, Stalin began a campaign 
of terror by starvation that dwarfed all of 
Lenin’s artificial famines put together. 


Contrary to popular belief, the great 
man-made Soviet famine of 1930-1933 
did not begin in the Ukraine but rather 
— once again — in unfortunate Kazakh- 
stan. This time, the famine was so severe 
that 1.5 million total people perished, of 
whom 1.3 million were ethnic Kazakhs, 
more than 40 percent of the entire world 
population of Kazakhs. In sheer percent- 
age terms, this horrific genocide was prob- 
ably the worst of the entire modern era. So 
ceaselessly did the reaper’s scythe swing 
during those three terrible years that the 
Kazakhs were rendered a minority in their 
own republic, and did not regain major- 
ity status until the 1990s, after the de- 
mise of the Soviet Union itself. Because 
of their independent, nomadic lifestyle, 
the Kazakh herdsmen of the steppes were 
regarded as significant obstacles to the 
Soviet Communists’ pathological obses- 
sion with coercive industrialization and 
sedentarization. Their nomadic lifestyle 
being an affront to Soviet regimentation, 
the Kazakhs were systematically deprived 
of food and livelihood, often by zealous 
local officials determined to stamp out 
perceived resistance to their dictatorial 
whims. As the specter of starvation spread 
across the steppes, desperate Kazakhs can- 
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A time to die: The body of one of the millions of victims of the Holodomor, Stalin’s program of 
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deliberate starvation in Ukraine in the early 1930s, lies unattended in the city streets, circa 1933. 
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nibalized the dead and even murdered and 
ate the living in desperate bids to survive 
the horror. By the time the nightmare fi- 
nally ended, the surviving Kazakhs were 
reduced to a sedentary and prostrate peo- 
ple, a condition from which they would 
not recover for the duration of the history 
of the Soviet Union. 

Not long after the horrors unleashed on 
the Kazakhs, the monster Stalin turned 
his attention to his most detested foes, the 
prosperous independent farmers, or “ku- 
laks,” who populated Ukraine and parts of 
western Russia. Most kulaks had risen out 
of the ranks of abject serfdom thanks to 
the pre-communist “Stolypin reforms” in 
the early 20th century, designed to grant 
upward mobility to the Russian Empire’s 
immense peasant class. As self-emanci- 
pated serfs, the kulaks bore witness to the 
power of market reforms in unleashing the 
lower classes from institutionalized bond- 
age — a power Russian Communists, 
whose program required bondage of an 
even more onerous sort, were anxious to 
destroy. Accustomed to reaping the ben- 
efits of the rich chernozem soil in Europe’s 
breadbasket, the kulaks had long resisted 
collectivization since the Soviet Union’s 
inception. Now, under the iron rule of one 
of the 20th century’s worst monsters, they 
were about to pay a terrible price. 


Ukraine 

While historians debate the deliberateness 
of some of the other Soviet famines, there 
is little doubt among reasonable schol- 
ars that the systematic starvation of the 
Ukrainians and their neighbors in what 
is now Moldova, an event known among 
Ukrainians as the Holodomor, was malice 
aforethought. The famine was produced in 
the usual way, by forced confiscation of 
grain and other foodstuffs and then its re- 
distribution according to a strict rationing 
system that was both inefficient and ruth- 
lessly stingy. By the winter of 1932, the 
Ukrainian countryside was full of gaunt, 
haggard multitudes of the starving, and by 
early 1933, the entire region had become 
an open-air mortuary, with corpses stacked 
like cordwood in many precincts. Up to 10 
million perished in what was numerically 
the worst and most punitive Soviet famine 
of all, and, as with the Kazakhs, the social 
conditions descended forcibly into the ex- 
tremes of human depravity. As historian 
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Timothy Snyder wrote, “The good people 
died first. Those who refused to steal or 
to prostitute themselves died. Those who 
gave food to others died. Those who re- 
fused to eat corpses died. Those who re- 
fused to kill their fellow man died. Par- 
ents who resisted cannibalism died before 
their children did.” In a rare surviving let- 
ter from the period, one desperate female 
doctor confessed to a friend that, while she 
had not yet become a cannibal, she was 
“not sure that I shall not be one by the time 
my letter reaches you.” One horrifying 
eyewitness story out of many, collected by 
the Harvard University Refugee Interview 
Project in the 1950s, recounts one of the 
many thousands of cases of cannibalism 
documented during the Holodomor and its 
aftermath: 


I was in Kiev [in 1933]. I was at 
that time in a bazaar ... called the 
Bessarabian Market. I saw a woman 
with a valise. She opened the valise 
and put out her goods for sale. Her 
goods consisted of jellied meat, fro- 
zen jellied meat, which she sold at 
fifty rubles a portion. I saw a man 
come over to her — a man who bore 
all the marks of starvation — he 
bought himself a portion and began 
eating. As he ate of his portion, he 
noticed that a human finger was em- 
bedded in the jelly. He began shout- 
ing at the woman ... and yelling at 
the top of his voice. People came 
running, gathered around her, and 
then seeing what her goods consisted 
of, took her to the militia.... [T]wo 
members of the NKVD went over 
to her and, instead of taking action 
against her, they burst out laughing. 
“What, you killed a kulak? Good for 
you!” And then they let her go. 


The full extent of this appalling histori- 
cal episode, rivalling in scope the dep- 
redations of Hitler’s Nazis, was mostly 
concealed from the outside world for the 
duration of the Soviet Union’s sanguinary 
lifespan. New York Times Moscow Bu- 
reau chief Walter Duranty, for example, 
famously aided the Stalin regime in cov- 
ering up the Holodomor, in a series of in- 
cendiary articles denouncing Westerners 
such as British journalist and Holodomor 
witness Gareth Jones for defaming the So- 


38 


viet regime. In one 1933 article, Duranty 
smugly and self-contradictorily opined 
that “any report of a famine in Russia is 
today an exaggeration or malignant propa- 
ganda. The food shortage, however, which 
has affected the whole population in the 
last year and particularly in the grain-pro- 
ducing provinces — the Ukraine, North 
Caucasus, and the Lower Volga — has, 
however, caused heavy loss of life.” For 
his fulsome reporting, Duranty was show- 
ered with praise by leftist literati in Europe 
and North America, receiving a Pulitzer 
Prize, among many other accolades. Such 
willful and callous misrepresentation — 
which neither The New York Times nor the 
Pulitzer Prize Board has ever condemned 
— beggars comprehension. But some idea 
of the depravity of Duranty may be gar- 
nered from his misspent youth; before be- 
coming Stalin’s most celebrated Western 
apologist, Duranty was a close friend and 
associate of British Satanist Alistair Crow- 
ley, with whom he participated in magic 
rituals and even shared a mistress. 

The horrors visited on the Soviet Union 
by Joseph Stalin were not mere blind vin- 
dictiveness, but the realization of a pro- 
gram, horrifying in its consistency and 


inflexibility, whose avowed purpose was 
to accelerate collectivization and quash re- 
sistance by all necessary means, a program 
that Stalin dubbed the “Great Turn” or 
“Great Break” (Velikiy Perelom). Broadly 
speaking, this “Great Turn” consisted of 
three major areas of emphasis, the first two 
being accelerated collectivization and in- 
dustrialization. The third area, less widely 
appreciated, was what the Russians called 
“Kul turnaya Revolyutsiya,” or “Cultural 
Revolution.” In the name of this move- 
ment, the horrors of mass starvation in the 
name of collectivization were enormously 
augmented by wholesale purges of politi- 
cal rivals, intellectuals, artists, scientists 
— in a word, all who dissented, publicly 
or privately in any degree, with Stalin’s 
all-encompassing plan of subjugation. 


China 

Although the horrors of the Holodomor 
and the many other engineered famines 
of Lenin and Stalin, as well as Stalin’s 
sweeping purges, were discreetly hidden 
from or downplayed in the Western press, 
they attracted an admirer and imitator in 
an altogether different part of the world: 
Chinese Communist revolutionary leader 
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Confiscation: The confiscation and redistribution of grains from kulaks (wealthy farmers) in 
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Ukraine and Russia led to starvation on an epic scale. 
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Mao Tse-tung. By the 1920s, thanks to the 
zeal of Soviet agents such as Mikhail Gru- 
zenberg (also known as Borodin) in the 
Far East, the communist movement had 
taken root in the Republic of China. The 
Chinese Communist Party was originally 
set up in Shanghai, and its first central 
conference, attended by Mao (who was 
operating out of the southern Chinese 
city of Changsha at the time) and a small 
circle of associates, was held in Shanghai 
in July of 1921. Eventually, Mao and his 
followers assembled an army and began 
prosecuting a long civil war against the 
Chinese government and its leader, Chi- 
ang Kai-shek, taking advantage of the 
chaos occasioned by the Japanese oc- 
cupation and subsequent world war to 
gradually conquer territory. Following the 
communist takeover of Mainland China in 
1949, Mao moved quickly to expand and 
consolidate power, invading and conquer- 
ing two sovereign neighboring countries 
(Tibet and East Turkestan) while unleash- 
ing the usual reign of terror among his 
own people. His position secured, as he 
supposed, Mao then unveiled a compre- 
hensive plan to implement thoroughgoing 
communist collectivism in China. Known 
to posterity as the “Great Leap Forward” 
(Da Yue Jin), Mao’s program, like so many 
Chinese products even in our time, was in 
effect a Western knockoff — in this case 
a rather close imitation of Stalin’s “Great 
Turn.” Driven by a desire to outdo their 
Russian exemplars, the Chinese Commu- 
nists repeated all of the horrifying “mis- 
takes” of the Soviets, on an even larger 
and more merciless scale, with even more 
horrific results. 

Although the best-known images from 
that dark time are of the summary execu- 
tions of dissidents and the ecstatic rallies 
of the Chinese Communist faithful, the 
real story of the Great Leap Forward is 
the mute testimony of the tens of millions 
of corpses of those starved to death by a 
government that first confiscated their rice 
paddies and property, and then misman- 
aged China’s newly collectivized mul- 
titudes into perhaps the worst famine in 
human history. No one knows how many 
in China perished in the Great Leap For- 
ward, or to what degree it was cynically 
and deliberately concocted by Mao and his 
inner circle of mass murderers. Modern 
estimates plausibly reckon the number of 
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Mad Mao: Mao Tse-tung’s 
of Chinese, primarily by starvation, was a deliberate imitation of Stalin’s “Great Turn.” 


Great Leap Forward,” which resulted in the deaths of tens of millions 


victims in the many tens of millions. In ad- 
dition to the usual forced confiscation and 
redistribution of rice and other foodstuffs, 
coupled with the creation of collective 
farms, the Great Leap Forward featured 
such absurdities as the “Smash Sparrows 
Campaign” (Dd Madqueé Yundong), an 
effort to exterminate all sparrows from 
China on the grounds that they competed 
with humans for rice and other grains. Fol- 
lowing Mao’s orders, millions of Chinese 
trapped, killed, and otherwise slaughtered 
millions upon millions of sparrows — 
only to discover that the sparrows also 
kept the legions of crop-destroying insects 
in check. With the virtual eradication of 
sparrows, insect pests proliferated rapidly, 
and widespread crop destruction by grass- 
hoppers and other pests resulted. 

Like Stalin before him, Mao also enter- 
tained fever dreams of a comprehensive 
Cultural Revolution (Wénhua Dagéming), 
which was carried out beginning in the 
mid-1960s, a few years after the end of the 
disastrous Great Leap Forward. As with 
Stalin’s Cultural Revolution, the Chinese 
edition resulted in far-reaching purges of 
any and all deemed enemies of commu- 
nism, and as with the Great Leap Forward, 
the Chinese version of a Russian innova- 
tion proved even more lethal. Mao and his 
followers not only targeted high-profile 


intellectuals and political rivals; they 
prosecuted the revolution down to every 
village across China, purging tens of mil- 
lions more, from allegedly corrupt local 
officials, to teachers with too-independent 
a frame of mind, to farmers, merchants, 
and even schoolchildren deemed insuffi- 
ciently committed to Mao’s revolutionary 
cause. Yet again, the twin specters of both 
starvation and cannibalism reared their 
malignant heads, with the latter being de- 
liberately encouraged in some areas as the 
ultimate act of revolutionary retribution 
against cultural dissidents. The Cultural 
Revolution and its symphony of suffering 
ended only with the death of Mao himself 
in 1976, after which China took a super- 
ficially different turn, opening its doors to 
foreign diplomacy and trade. 


Ethiopia 

As the horrified fascination with which 
the Western world viewed the atrocities of 
the Soviet Union and China receded in the 
1980s, another spectacle of mass starva- 
tion by design captured the world’s atten- 
tion — although, as with Stalin’s Soviet 
Union, it was by no means acknowledged 
at first as a man-made catastrophe. From 
1983-1985, the attention of the entire 
world was riveted on the East African na- 
tion of Ethiopia and a horrific famine that 
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left over one million dead. Adding to the 
horror was the vivid news documentation 
of the event; for the first time, a famine 
was humanized by enterprising photojour- 
nalists canvassing Ethiopia’s vast refugee 
camps for the dead and dying, affronting 
the senses of all decent human beings 
with pitiful photos of grotesquely emaci- 
ated children crawling with blowflies and 
being stalked by opportunistic vultures. 
Global public outcry over such images 
led to such events as the famous Live Aid 
rock concert, in which many of rock mu- 
sic’s then-brightest stars gathered for an 
unprecedented benefit concert on behalf of 
the victims of the Ethiopian famine. 
Amid all the outpouring of concern, 
few took the time to wonder how Ethiopia 
could suffer so greatly in a modern world 
of plenty. As usual, the reality was a lot 
more sinister than news reports of drought 
and crop failure tended to suggest. For 
years, Ethiopia had been under the iron 
tule of one Mengistu Haile Mariam, an 
appalling communist dictator who had 
overthrown Ethiopian emperor and dynast 
Haile Selassie in 1974 in a bloody Marx- 
ist revolution. Mengistu’s blood-soaked 


tule had followed the usual Marxist play- 
book: close and cuddly ties with the Soviet 
Union, embrace of communist orthodoxy, 
wars of conquest waged against neigh- 
boring states, seizure of all farmland and 
manufacturing by the state, and, of course, 
the inevitable purges against enemies real 
and perceived. In Mengistu’s horrifying 
regime, the purges included as a terror 
tactic even the mass murder of children, 
pitiful and helpless victims whose corpses 
were left strewn in the streets of Addis 
Ababa to be devoured by dogs and other 
animals. 

Horrifying as all these things were, the 
famine was worse still. One region of Ethi- 
opia, Tigre, was at the center of a robust 
insurgency against the Mengistu regime. 
After a season of unusually low rainfall, 
crops failed in Tigre, Wollo, and other ad- 
jacent areas, triggering international calls 
for aid. But most of the aid shipments 
flown into Ethiopia were confiscated by 
the Mengistu government in a cynical at- 
tempt to starve the rebellious regions into 
submission. As with the excesses of Lenin, 
Stalin, and Mao, the full scope of Men- 
gistu’s involvement in Ethiopia’s planned 
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African winter: The horrifying Eth 
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iopian famine in the 1980s was wholly engineered by 


communist dictator Mengistu, although the outside world was largely ignorant of its true cause at 
the time. 
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famine did not come out until after the dic- 
tator’s ouster in 1991. In May of that year, 
Mengistu was forced to flee the country, 
and his long Marxist reign of terror finally 
came to an end. He was convicted in ab- 
sentia for the deaths of as many as two 
million Ethiopians, most (though not all) 
of them victims of his artificial famine. 
In an ironic twist, the convicted author of 
the Ethiopian genocide is alive and well 
and living in Zimbabwe, still enjoying 
the fruits of his nefarious career at the ap- 
proach of his 85th birthday. 


Lessons for Today 

Too often discussions of 20th-century 
genocide are confined to the gas cham- 
bers, gulags, and firing squads. But there 
was an agent more lethal than any of 
these; the terrifying effigy of mass star- 
vation, deliberately contrived by some of 
the most evil men ever to walk the face 
of this fallen Earth. For the purveyors of 
genocide, mass starvation is at once sim- 
pler and more insidious than purges by 
tanks and bullets. To quell resistance by 
naked force, men, military supplies, and 
unwavering official will are called for, 
with armed revolt in the ranks an ever- 
present risk. To achieve the same by star- 
vation, however, it is necessary only to 
destroy or withhold food and its means of 
production — generally a much simpler 
task than eradicating a hostile military 
force or convincing armed underlings 
to mow down recalcitrant unarmed ci- 
vilians. Against armed oppressors on 
an open battlefield men willingly leave 
their families to fight and, if necessary, 
sacrifice their lives, but against hunger, 
parents submit and beg rather than help- 
lessly watch their children perish. 

In comparison with the horrors of the 
20th century, the current crises in China 
and the United States — where growing 
fears of food shortages increasingly in- 
form local politics — may seem insignifi- 
cant. Shanghai, to be sure, is not yet 1980s 
Tigre or 1930s Kiev. But the willingness 
of radical leftist regimes of the past to re- 
sort to the ultimate tool for enforcing com- 
pliance should give us pause as we con- 
template what the radical Marxists in our 
midst — let alone in Communist China 
— might be willing to resort to nowadays, 
if they had sufficient means, motive, and 
political opportunity. 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
mm EEE 


Fight Outside 


Restaurant Turns Deadly 


The Zampa Bay Times reported April 25 
about a deadly shooting in downtown 
Tampa on the night of February 27 that 
authorities determined was a justifiable 
homicide. The Hillsborough State At- 
torney’s Office issued a news release on 
April 22 explaining what occurred on that 
fateful night. 

A man was inside Bello Bar & Kitchen 
in Tampa with his girlfriend when he got 
into an argument with another man. During 
the argument, two other men approached, 
and the three men attacked the first man. 
Restaurant security pushed the fight out- 
side, where the victim was knocked to the 
ground. The main attacker threw a glass at 
the victim and stabbed him multiple times 
with a knife. All three men dog-piled the 
victim and continued beating him. 

Fortunately, the victim was armed 
and pulled out his gun and fired multiple 
shots at his attackers. One of the bullets 
struck the main attacker in the head, fa- 
tally wounding him. The deceased attacker 
was later identified as 23-year-old Adri- 
an Diaz, and the other two culprits were 
identified as Kevin Zayas and Freddy San- 
tiago, Jr. — both of whom are facing bat- 
tery charges for their involvement in the 
deadly fight. The State Attorney’s Office 
said that the victim fled the scene for his 
own safety, but then called 911 to report 
what happened and also cooperated with 
Tampa Bay police. 

Security cameras recorded the entire 
assault, and the State Attorney’s Office 
later said, “After our thorough analysis, 
we have determined that the facts and evi- 
dence of this incident prove that the victim 
reasonably believed he was in fear of im- 
minent death or great bodily harm when he 
used deadly force.” 


Smoke Shop 
Robber Gets Smoked 


The Los Angeles Times reported on May 
5 about a shooting in a smoke shop in 
Compton, California, that was caught on 
camera. 
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The video shows four suspects enter- 
ing the smoke shop. The first three men 
walked up to the counter and began talk- 
ing to the employee behind the counter, 
while the fourth man pulled out a gun and 
aimed it at the employee. Probably due to 
the fact that the business is located in a 
high-crime neighborhood, the man work- 
ing behind the counter was wearing a 
bulletproof vest and was also armed. The 
employee quickly pulled out his own gun, 
but the armed robber shot at him first, 
and he fell to the floor. The employee 
was still able to return fire at the armed 
suspect. The other suspects all pulled out 
their own guns and began shooting at the 
employee as they retreated toward the 
back of the store. In the chaotic scene, 
the men tripped over each other as they 
fired at the employee. The armed burglars 
huddled behind a shelf and exchanged 
fire with the wounded employee, who 
kept shooting back at them. 

The burglars eventually fled the scene, 
but one of the men suffered severe gunshot 
wounds and was transported to a nearby 
medical facility. The wounded suspect 
died from his wounds, and law enforce- 
ment was able to identify him as one of 
the suspects from the video. The wounded 
employee was treated for his injuries and 
released from the hospital, and is expected 
to make a full recovery. 

The investigation into the burglary at- 
tempt led to one arrest the next day; police 
have identified the two other suspects, but 
they are not yet in custody. Authorities say 
that the surviving suspects will be charged 
with murder under the state’s felony mur- 
der rule, which holds accomplices vicari- 
ously liable for any deaths that occur dur- 
ing the commission of a violent felony 
even if the accomplices were not directly 
responsible for the murder. 


Fourteen-year-old 
Burglar Gets Shot 


WRIYV reported on April 29 about a shoot- 
ing that occurred on the east side of India- 
napolis when two suspects broke in to a 
man’s home. The Indianapolis Metropoli- 
tan Police Department told WRTV that a 
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homeowner had returned to his residence 
to find two intruders in his house. The 
two suspects and the homeowner got into 
a confrontation, and the homeowner shot 
one of them while the other one fled from 
the scene. The wounded suspect received 
treatment for his injuries, which were de- 
scribed as not being life-threatening. 

The investigation later revealed that 
the wounded suspect was only 14 years 
old. It’s tragic to think that someone so 
young could be involved in such danger- 
ous felonies and that he easily might have 
been killed by the homeowner. We can 
only hope this experience is enough to 
scare this 14-year-old away from a life of 
crime. The police are still searching for 
the other suspect. 


Home Break-in 


Fatal for Burglar 


The Tyler Morning Telegraph reported 
on April 28 about a home break-in that 
occurred in Canton, Texas. The Canton 
Police Department issued a news release 
in which they explained that 51-year- 
old Erik Hicks was repeatedly shot by a 
homeowner after forcing his way into the 
man’s home. 

The deadly shooting occurred just 
after midnight, when the homeowner was 
awakened by the sound of Hicks forcing 
his way into the house. The homeowner 
confronted Hicks, and shot him multiple 
times. The homeowner called 911, and 
police and medics soon arrived. Hicks 
was transported to a local medical facil- 
ity, where he was pronounced dead. The 
Canton Police Department and the Texas 
Rangers conducted a joint investigation 
in which they discovered that Hicks was 
armed during the break-in. 

The investigation is ongoing, and once 
it concludes, the case will go to the Van 
Zandt County Grand Jury for review. It 
is unlikely there will be criminal charges 
against the homeowner, since the shooting 
occurred inside his house and there is a 
presumption that a homeowner is justified 
in using lethal force to defend himself in 
his home. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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by Rebecca Terrell 


Evidence of 
Massive 
Election Fraud? 


2000 Mules, written and directed by Dinesh 
D’Souza, Debbie D’Souza, and Bruce 
Schooley, presented by D’Souza Media in 
conjunction with Salem Media Group, re- 
search by True The Vote, 2022, 89 minutes. 


onservative filmmaker Dinesh 
( D’Souza’s latest documentary, 
2000 Mules, takes viewers on an 
incredible ride across five battleground 
states, evincing systematic ballot traffick- 
ing during the 2020 presidential election. 

Viewers expecting a rehash of previous- 
ly aired election irregularities will be dis- 
appointed. This film is more like a techno- 
thriller complete with whodunit mystique 
and organized-crime intrigue. 

Most people are aware they can be geo- 
tracked when carrying their cellphones, 
even if the devices are turned off. But few 
realize that anyone can purchase that satel- 
lite data from brokers, ostensibly for mar- 
keting purposes. It also comes in handy for 
law enforcement, and D’Souza reveals how 
researchers are now using it to expose aston- 
ishing election fraud, thanks to an in-depth 
investigation by True The Vote (TTV), a 
Texas-based fraud watchdog group founded 
in 2010 by Catherine Engelbrecht. 
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She and election-integrity specialist 
Gregg Phillips say that they obtained more 
than 10 trillion cellphone signals gathered 
in the month leading up to the 2020 elec- 
tion. They focused on highly populated 
areas in Arizona, Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
and Wisconsin. Data retrieved from Geor- 
gia cover the same time period through the 
Senate runoff election in January 2021, the 
results of which gave Democrats control 
of the U.S. Senate. 

Engelbrecht says that the cellphone 
pings indicate that couriers regularly 
shuttled back and forth between certain 
nonprofit centers and election drop-box 
locations. Since laws demanded secu- 
rity-camera monitoring of each drop 
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box, TTV also obtained surveillance 
video — four million minutes in all — 
through open-records requests. They 
say the footage confirmed the cellphone 
records, capturing people depositing 
stacks of ballots, in parallel with the 
geo-tracking data. One Georgia man 
delivered ballots across six counties to 
27 different locations in one night, ac- 
cording to Engelbrecht. 

TTV calls these smugglers “mules,” 
and believes they were paid to deliver 
the ballots in small batches so as to avoid 
throwing up red flags in daily counts. 
Some mules operated under cover of 
night, some in broad daylight, and most 
snapped pictures, likely as proof for pay- 
ment purposes, says Phillips. 

Over time, the ballot numbers mush- 
roomed to election-altering proportions. 
For example, more than 1,100 Pennsylva- 
nia mules delivered an estimated five bal- 
lots to an average of nearly 50 drop boxes 
each. Those illegal ballots alone could 
have tipped the scales in the Keystone 
State, where Biden won electoral votes by 
a margin of only 80,000. Evidence from 
other states yields similar results. 

Was this a nationwide conspiratorial net- 
work? Consider that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation snared two Arizona women 
for violating the state’s ballot-harvesting 
law in December 2020. The Arizona Re- 
public reported, “It remains unclear what 
prompted the investigation,” but the day 
after that story broke, surveillance video 
reveals mules in Georgia’s Senate runoff 
started using latex gloves when depositing 
ballots. Did they somehow discover that 
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fingerprints played a role in the Arizona 
indictments? 

2000 Mules also includes interviews 
with whistleblowers who witnessed the 
fraud first-hand but spoke on condition of 
anonymity. A man in Georgia, who says 
he was hired by the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee to monitor drop 
boxes during early voting, saw numer- 
ous instances of ballot stuffing by mules, 
many of whom had out-of-state license 
plates on their cars. Another informant in 
Arizona said she worked for a nonprofit 
that collected harvested ballots, and she 
helped deliver them herself. 

D’Souza presented TTV’s findings to 
his colleagues at the conservative broad- 
caster Salem Media Group and recorded 
their reactions. Eric Metaxas called it 
“sickening,” and Larry Elder, “jaw-drop- 
ping.” Charlie Kirk, Dennis Prager, and 
Dr. Sebastian Gorka discussed the po- 
tential felonies involved: nonprofits act- 
ing as collection houses for an enormous 
ballot-harvesting scheme, couriers paid to 
traffic ballots, and drop-box surveillance 
cameras turned off or nonexistent. Worse, 
TTV admits that, because of strict limits 
they put on criteria for classifying mules, 
their findings likely represent a small frac- 
tion of the manipulation that took place. 


Fact-checkers Aflutter 


Not surprisingly, leftist fact-checkers have 
already dismissed the documentary as mis- 
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information, but each of their flimsy ex- 
cuses mischaracterizes points raised in the 
film. The Associated Press, for instance, 
cited the imprecision of cellphone track- 
ing, but why would such tracking have 
any value to law enforcement if this were a 
discrediting factor? And why did AP report 
last August that Congress asked telecoms 
for cell records of “insurrectionists” at the 
U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021? 

Moreover, this is hardly the first in- 
stance of election fraud on U.S. soil. Ex- 
perts interviewed in the documentary re- 
call recent investigations that overturned 
elections in North Carolina, Florida, and 
Mississippi — with findings of absentee 
ballots stolen or bought, and counterfeit 
ballots cast for people deceased, incapac- 
itated, or moved, or altogether made-up. 
Officials have caught fraudsters in cities 
such as Chicago and Los Angeles paying 
homeless people in cash and cigarettes for 
their votes. D’Souza mentioned the 1948 
Senate race in Texas, stolen by a man 
who would later become president, Lyn- 
don Baines Johnson, and the infamous 
Tammany Hall, New York’s 19th-century 
Democratic machine synonymous with 
corruption and rigged elections. 

Massive scale is the only unique aspect 
of what TTV unearthed. And perhaps it is 
just interesting timing, but days after the 
debut of 2000 Mules in early May, offi- 
cials in Yuma County, Arizona, launched 
a comprehensive investigation, having 


already uncovered evidence of duplicate 
voting, false registrations, and other elec- 
tion-related fraud in their jurisdiction. 


Question Mark 

Who does TTV say pulled the strings in 
this colossal heist of 2020? This is where 
D’Souza leaves viewers puzzled. Beyond 
ambiguous references to “left-wing, Dem- 
ocratic” nonprofits and a couple of allu- 
sions to radical activist Stacey Abrams, 
TTV doesn’t name, nor does D’Souza re- 
veal, which organizations were involved. 
Could one of them be Abrams’ Atlanta- 
based Fair Fight, a far-left group that 
agitates for minority voting rights (appar- 
ently not having heard of the 15th, 19th, 
24th and 26th Amendments)? Fair Fight 
raised $51 million in 2020 to help fund 
Georgia’s Democratic victories, according 
to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 

D’Souza never mentions that, instead 
focusing on the general question of wheth- 
er organizations exist that could fund such 
a massive trafficking operation. He pon- 
ders the subject in an interview with Scott 
Walter of the Capital Research Center, 
who runs through a list of usual suspects. 
Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg gets top bill- 
ing for donating around $470 million, re- 
putedly to keep the 2020 election on track 
in the midst of the Covid kerfuffle. Then 
there is the Soros-funded Voter Registra- 
tion Project, which contributed $125 mil- 
lion toward a 2020 push to boost Demo- 
cratic turnout at the polls. 

Are these the deep pockets behind the 
mules? D’Souza obviously thinks so, but 
he never proves it conclusively. He also 
does not mention what election-integrity 
expert Kurt Hyde told The New American 
after watching the documentary: Election 
laws require that mail-in ballots and their 
envelopes be preserved, so an exhaustive 
examination of the latter would reveal the 
legitimacy of the voters without revealing 
their voting records. 

Fortunately, TTV apparently captured 
enough information for government offi- 
cials or grand juries to, it is hoped, follow 
up with thorough investigations. In the 
meantime, the documentary and D’Souza’s 
yet-to-be-released book by the same name 
will give skeptics a run for their money in 
their continual accusations that President 
Donald Trump is lying when he calls the 
2020 election “fixed.” Hi 
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BY REBECCA TERRELL 


The Imprudence of Democracy 


n April, Fox News re- 
I ported that President 

Biden’s approval rating 
hit its lowest level since he 
took office, while a YouGov 
poll revealed overwhelm- 
ing support for his policies 
toward Ukraine. Yet an- 
other survey by Quinnipiac 
University recorded mid- 
dling disapproval of Biden’s 
Ukraine approach, but said 
that the president’s overall 
approval rating “has been 
steadily inching higher” 
since its January low. 

So much for public opin- 
ion. We witnessed the folly 
of heeding it during the so- 
called pandemic. Gallup polls recorded overwhelming support 
for lockdowns in 2020; two years later Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity researchers divulged that lockdowns inflicted “devastat- 
ing” harm on the economy, society, and public health. 

History teems with similar lessons. Public-approval rat- 
ings for Jesus of Nazareth were the highest they had ever been 
when crowds in Jerusalem hailed Him as their king, but with- 
in a week Pharisaical fact-checkers had convinced the same 
crowds to demand his death from a governor who had already 
declared Him innocent. This was group-think (i.e., democracy) 
at its finest. 

How does this happen? The answer is brilliantly portrayed 
in a political sitcom that aired on BBC television in the 1980s. 
Insiders called Yes, Minister and its sequel Yes, Prime Minis- 
ter more a documentary than comedy. The fictional official 
is cleverly controlled by his staff — career “civil servants” 
Sir Humphrey Appleby and Bernard Woolley. In one episode 
Appleby illustrates how to sway the minister’s decision on 
reinstating the military draft by dictating the outcome of polls. 

Appleby: Bernard, you know what happens. A nice young 
lady comes up to you. Obviously you want to create a good 
impression. You don’t want to look a fool, do you? 

Woolley: No. 

A: No. So she starts asking you some questions. Mr. Wool- 
ley, are you worried about the number of young people without 
jobs? 

W: Yes. 

A: Are you worried about the rising crime among teenagers? 

W: Yes. 

A: Do you think there’s a lack of discipline in our compre- 
hensive schools? 

W: Yes. 

A: Do you think young people welcome some authority and 
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leadership in their lives? 

W: Yes. 

A: Do you think they re- 
spond to a challenge? 

W: Yes. 

A: Would you be in favor 
of reintroducing national ser- 
vice? 

W: Uh... Oh, well, I sup- 
pose I might. 

A: Yes, or no. 

W: Yes. 

A: Of course you would, 
Bernard. After all you’ve 
told you can’t say no to that. 
So, they don’t mention the 
first five questions and they 
publish the last one. 

W: Is that really what they 


WHO Do YOU THINK. 
YOU'LL VOTE FOR? 


do? 

A: Well, not the reputable ones, no, but there aren’t many 
of those. So, alternatively the young lady can get the opposite 
result. 


W: How? 

A: Mr. Woolley, are you worried about the danger of war? 

W: Yes. 

A: Are you worried about the growth of armaments? 

W: Yes. 

A: Do you think there is a danger in giving young people 
guns and teaching them how to kill? 

W: Yes. 

A: Do you think it’s wrong to force people to take up arms 
against their will? 

W: Yes. 

A: Would you oppose the reintroduction of national service? 

W: Yes! 

A: There you are, you see Bernard. The perfect balanced 
sample. So we just commission our own survey for the Minis- 
try of Defense. See to it, Bernard. 

Thus, public opinion, particularly when uninformed, can 
easily be swayed by demagogues to serve their vested inter- 
ests, which is why America’s Founding Fathers established a 
republic, instead of a democracy. They took cues from history, 
which proves the superiority of government by rule of law that 
limits government to its proper purpose of protecting rights, 
rather than government dictated by popular opinion (aka mob 
rule). 

As John Birch Society founder Robert Welch pointed out, 
the terms “republic” and “democracy” are antonyms, not syn- 
onyms. Democracy is “a weapon of demagoguery and a peren- 
nial fraud,” he warned. “This is a Republic, not a Democracy. 
Let’s keep it that way!” 
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